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Song: “Let there be light”
 We are singing, “let there be light” ….
 Reading in the book of Acts for devotions (the story of Paul)
 He was very “anti-Christian” …passionately attacked the Church
 As he’s on his way to Damascus, Paul meets Jesus in a dramatic encounter. Here is how he tells the story
to King Agrippa (Acts 26:12)
“As I journeyed to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, at midday, O
king, along the road I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining around me and those
who journeyed with me. And when we all had fallen to the ground, I heard a voice speaking to me
and saying in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’”
Paul is surrounded by this powerful light! Like the sun! And he is knocked on the ground!
“Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world.’” John 8:12a
Now while Jesus is referring here to a spiritual light, not necessary a literal physical light, it is quite
significant that when Paul has this radical encounter he is surrounded by light. And Paul says…
“‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. (“I am the light”) But rise
and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this PURPOSE, to make you a minister and a
witness both of the things which you have seen and of the things which I will yet reveal to you.
Paul sees the light of Jesus and immediately he is commissioned with a purpose…
I will deliver you from the Jewish people (that’s the people of his own nation, his nationality), AS
WELL as from the Gentiles (the work Jesus uses here is ethnos = nations, races, people groups,
cultures), to whom I now send you, to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to
light…’” Acts 26:12–18a (NKJV)
Paul, a passionate jealous Jew, a Pharisee, a devout and strict keeper of the Jewish religious laws,
they would not even eat at the same table with people of other nations, hated the immoral Romans
and the pagan idol worshiping Greeks…
He is commissioned to go (not just to his kind of people) but to those OTHER people (the Gentiles,
the nations) and show them the “light of the world”.
I’m not sure we can fully understand the magnitude of what Jesus is calling Paul to do!
Jealous Jews did not associate with Gentiles!
But God calls him to not only go to HIS TYPE OF PEOPLE,
He calls him to bring the light of the world to ALL PEOPLE
But here is my question this morning: “Is this call only for Paul or is this call for all the Christian Church?”
 Are we to be light to others?
To those like us (for Paul that was his Jewish people)
To those around us that are not like us (the ethnos)
 I contend that we are!
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Before Jesus left he said:
“Go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” Matthew 28:19 (NKJV)
What word do you think that Jesus, the light of the world, used here? ethnos = nations, all people
“This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end
will come.” Matthew 24:14 (NKJV)
We are called to the world around us and to the nations around us not just to the people that are like
us! We have been looking at this next passage for quite a few weeks…
“You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it
under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before
others, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:14–16
We live in a pluralistic society. You and I live beside neighbours that have different beliefs than we do.
They have different moral standards, live by different ideologies, they worship different gods, many
follow completely different religions and others don’t subscribe to any religion (in fact, recent studies
show that 1/3 of youth 18 to 22 don’t identify with any faith at all) and then there are others that don’t
believe in any deity or God.
It used to be that the world was divided into very defined cultural and racial walls. But globalisation,
travel, immigration, the internet, the entertainment industry, education, communication has radically
changed our world and we have become a mosaic of people, an “ethos” of races, customs, ideas,
religions, secularism… all in one neighbourhood (Right here in Fredericton, NB).
A couple of Sunday’s ago I called the message “Courage to swim against the tide” … if you’re going to
follow Jesus you will often find yourself following a different direction that the world around you!
Jesus often calls us to be COUNTERCULTURAL
…to swim against the tide! …to follow the way of Jesus
So, quite often, we find ourselves in disagreement with the society around us, not in everything but in
many things. We do have common convictions with others who are not Christians.
 There are atheists in this city that do good things like care about the homeless and the poor. Stand
up against injustice. Those are Biblical values, those are Christian values! That is good and we need
to celebrate those good things!)
“Let love be without hypocrisy. (we will come back to this) Abhor (detest) what is evil. Cling (Join) to what is
good.” Romans 12:9
The word Paul uses here for “cling” is the same word used by Jesus when he said…
“A man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife.” Matthew 19:5a
• As Christians, we should have an excellent eye for what is good in our neighbourhood and be
the FIRST to support it, encourage it and celebrate it. Even if it doesn’t come from a Christian.
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• The problem is that many Christians are inclined to believe we should only celebrate good things
labeled “Christian.”
• And “YES” we should abhor, detest, speak out, be appalled, in the face of evil but if that is all we
do, if that is all we are known for, if we are only known for what we are against, then we are not
light!
So, while we do have common convictions with others who are not Christians. Sometimes we find
ourselves in disagreement with the opinions, values, views of those around us.
We find ourselves swimming against the tide
The fact that I disagree does not make me anti-someone, against someone, opposed to someone. I
can disagree with someone and still be at peace with them and seek their good.
“Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. (there it is again, celebrate what
is good) If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. Do not be overcome by evil,
but overcome evil with good.” Romans 12:17–18, 21 (NKJV)
So, I can disagree with someone and not be against them or “anti-them”
Examples:
 The fact that I do not believe in circumcision does not make me anti-Semitic.
 The fact that I do not believe in Sharia Law does not make me anti-Muslim or Islamophobic.
 As a Christian, I believe that Jesus and the Bible teach that sexual relations are to be celebrated
within the marriage union (not before) and that marriage is a sacred God ordained covenant
between one man and one woman.
But that does not make all people living together or all gay couples my enemies. In fact, I have
several friends that live common law and I have gays friends that are in gay marriages. I treat them
with dignity, I respect them, I am kind to them and, as a Christian I am called to love them. But that
does not mean I have to agree with them or they with me. But it does mean that I must treat them
as Christ taught me to… Jesus said:
“In everything, do to others what you would have them do to you.” Matthew 7:12a (NIV)
In other words, treat others the way you would want to be treated
“IN EVERYTHING!”
 How should I treat someone from another religion? Simple, “how would you want someone from
another religion to treat me?”
 How should I treat someone who disagrees with my belief on marriage? Simple, “how would you
want that person to respect and treat me?”
We often hear the word “tolerance” used.
True tolerance is the ability to acknowledge and permit the views of others. To put up with opinions
with which you don’t agree.
This is a fundamental principle of a truly free and pluralistic society!
Ours is a pluralistic society. Actually, very much like the “ethos” Paul was called to!
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A neighbourhood of many “ethos” or nations, races, opinions, customs, ideas and religions, some level
of tolerance must exist.
The problem though is this new type of “tolerance” that seems to be developing in
our neighbourhoods and in Canada. David Kinnaman & Gabe Lyons in their book
GOOD FAITH call it “FAKE TOLERANCE”.
It goes something like this: “We will tolerate you as long as your opinion falls within the
range of what we deem acceptable.” Diverge from society’s group thinking on any
number of issues, and you’re a bigot (Narrow minded, racist, extremist).
While we are called to live respectfully and peaceably with others, we do have nonnegotiable convictions as Christians and we must have the courage to live by then
even if society’s “group thinking” labels us Christian bigots, narrow minded religious extremist.
COURAGE TO SWIM AGAINST THE TIDE
Monday morning, many of you will be working with, doing business with, sitting at the tables of life
with people who have very different values than you do as Christians, deciding how we are going to
function as a community, how our schools are going to operate, how we are going to treat public
spaces, how will our hospitals function, what’s acceptable from our politicians and what is not, what
laws we are going to agree on, what do we legalise and what do we consider “against the law”.
So, how are we as Christians going treat people that disagree with our Christian views? How do we
do life and share community with neighbours that consider Christianity an irrelevant fairy-tale
equivalent to Jack and the Beanstalk?
How are we going to be light?
Not just to the people who think like us but to those who don’t
• Remember what we were singing, “let there be light”?
• What needs to shine brightest in us? How do we do this?
How are we to be light in a very secular neighbourhood?
It’s really very simple, so simple that we often miss it!
 We try all kinds of tactics, programs, ideas, methods yet we often overlook the very basic thing and
we lose our influence in the world, our voice at the table, we are not light!
Jesus said:
“By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”” John 13:35 (ESV)
Jesus said that the greatest commandment of all was…
“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and all your mind, and with all your
strength.’ (Our vertical relationship with God) This is the first commandment. And the second is this: ‘You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.’ (Our horizontal relationship with those like us and those not like us) There is no
other commandment greater than these.’” Mark 12:30–31
Paul in 1 Corinthians 13:13 says… “the greatest of these is love”
He says in Colossians 3:14 “And above all these put-on love.”
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“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonour others,
it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but
rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love NEVER fails”
1 Corinthians 13:4–8a (NIV)
What if we really did this! What if we really treated the world around us like this? Instead of judging people we
really just loved them. What if instead of condemning people we showed them patience, kindness? What if we
treated people with honour? “Let love be without hypocrisy”
Always protecting them (like Jesus the Adulterous woman), trusting (Like Peter after he denied him), always
hoping, always persevering (never giving up on people). LOVE NEVER FAILS!
You are the light of the world!
You are the hands of Jesus to reach out and love
To be used by Him to love the world around you
That they may see His love through your eyes, feel it through your heart and hear it in your voice.
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