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 We are in a series of messages called: Why Christmas Matters 

 This morning I want to start by reading just one verse from a very 
small, and often unnoticed book in the Old Testament: The Book of 
Micah. This book was written about 720 years before Jesus was born. 

Micah prophesied at a time of great moral and spiritual decadence in 
both the Northern and Southern Kingdoms of Israel and Judah. They 

had turned from God and embraced idolatry and corruption.  
Micah prophesies judgement of God on them BUT right in the 
middle of this HOPE…  Micah 5:2 

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be 
Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from of old, from the days of 
eternity.” Micah 5:2  

 Prayer 

 Why Christmas matters:  

Christmas gives us HOPE; hope when things look worse.   

HOPE when a nation is spiritually far from God. 

HOPE when things could not look worse. 

HOPE when the Romans had stripped and humiliated their nation. 

HOPE when God seems to be silent…  but you “little” Bethlehem! 

HOPE when all there seems to be is darkness…  

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; Those who 
dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them a light has shined.” 
Isaiah 9:2 (NKJV)  

All of us have our “little” Bethlehems… those weaknesses, struggles, 
those things that seem impossible, that make us feel defeated!   



 

Why Christmas Matters - Page 3 of 12   

The Christmas story is surrounded by these challenges (these obstacles) 
FULL OF IMPOSSIBILITIES AND UNLIKELIHOODS!  

Consider this: 

 Mary and Joseph lived in Nazareth. The Holy Spirit comes upon her 
and she becomes pregnant.  

 It happens to be that around the time she is to give birth that a 
decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the Roman world 
should be registered. (Just happens to be!)  So, all had to go to be 
registered in their own city of birth, Joseph and Mary as well. 

How inconvenient! 

“Joseph went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to 
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem (!), because he was of the 
house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed 
wife.” Luke 2:4–5 (NKJV)  

Isn’t that something?! An insignificant prophet prophesies 720 
years before about this little insignificant town called Bethlehem 
and Mary happens to end up there at the time when she is to give 
birth because a Roman Caesar (living hundreds of miles away) 
decides to demand that all should register in their place of birth.  

Us guys might not get this: traveling in Bible times from Nazareth 
to Bethlehem would have been quite the journey for a woman 
who is 9 months pregnant!    

• It was about 100 miles. (It would have taken 5 to 7 days.) 

• The last part of the journey would have been an uphill hike of 
3,500 feet. (Bethlehem was high up in the hills.) 

• Mary would have been exhausted!  The journey was DANGEROUS 
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And when they arrive there is no comfortable room at the inn! 
Desperate to find adequate shelter, they have to resort a stable. 

“She laid Him in a manger, because there was no room in the inn.” Lk. 2:7  

The Bethlehems in our life are the uphill moments, the struggles, 
the frustrations, the fears and the disappointments… 

The Christmas story shows us that God seems to work best in 
our life when we are face to face with obstacles and difficulties.  

The apostle Paul was struggling with what he called a “thorn in 
the flesh”. We really do not know what that was, just that he 
pleaded to God to remove it and God said “no” because He said: 

“My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in 
weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12:9a (NKJV)  

Weakness = limitations, obstacles, struggles, failures, problems, 
disappointments, pain…  So Paul responds… 

“Therefore, I take joy in infirmities, in insults, in needs, in persecutions, in 
distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”  
2 Corinthians 12:10  

I can honestly say that the things in my life that have become the 
catalyst for me to become kinder, more compassionate, way less 
judgemental, more patient, a better pastor, a better husband, a 
better father have never been my successes.  They have always 
been my struggles with the OBSTACLES that have come my way!    

Have you ever noticed that some of the most inspirational 
stories come out of some of the most painful struggles? 
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Illustration: A few weeks ago while getting ready for supper we had 
CTV live at 5 on. This story caught my attention… video 

The poem “Welcome to Holland” was written by Emily Perl Kingsley. 
She is a famous writer who joined the Sesame Street team in 1970 
and has been writing for the show ever since. She has written over 20 
children's books and two Sesame Street home video releases (Elmo 
Learns to Share and Elmo Says BOO!). 

What you need to know is that in 1974 she had a son named Jason 
Kingsley born with Down syndrome. Their doctor labeled the child as 
a "mongoloid" that would fail to learn to speak or walk and 
instructed the parents to act essentially as if the birth hadn't 
happened. She cried for several days straight. Then her distressed 
family determined to provide Jason with as intellectually stimulating 
an environment as possible. 

Their son Jason ended up appearing on Sesame Street in 55 episodes 
and became an actor appearing as a guest-star in an episode of The 
Fall Guy, and episodes of All My Children and Touched by an Angel. 

Emily Perl Kingsley wrote this famous poem: “Welcome to Holland” 
out of her experience and it has inspired thousands of parents with 
children with disabilities including these NS mothers on CTV.  

She says:  

“If you spend your life mourning the fact that you didn't get to Italy, 
you may never be free to enjoy the very special, the very lovely 

things about Holland”. 

If our focus is on the problem, the obstacle, the disappointments, 
the weaknesses, the pain… we will lose sight of the opportunities. 

https://atlantic.ctvnews.ca/n-s-mothers-share-the-joys-and-challenges-of-raising-children-with-special-needs-1.3679594
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Or like the motto of the mothers interviewed on CTV…   

“He will have a disability if you treat him like he has a disability.” 

Life at times hands us very difficult situations.  Sure there is pain 
in life, there are disappointments, there are discouragements, 
failures, struggles… obstacles, but if you look at all those things 
from the right perspective, they bring great gifts to us… great 
opportunities… great character!  

“For when we are weak, then we are strong.”  2 Corinthians 12:10 

“Oh little town of Bethlehem! Though you are little among the 
thousands, yet out of you shall come forth to Me a Ruler” 

 I have been sharing with our staff and with others some thoughts 
from a book by Ryan Holiday called “The Obstacle is the Way” 

 I don’t recommend everything about the book but I really am 
challenged by the title and main idea: 

Very often, our biggest obstacle is our biggest opportunity!  
Our biggest discoveries come out of our biggest problems!  

 One of my favourite life quotes is by Lord Kelvin… 

When you are face to face with a difficulty, you are up against 
a discovery. (Lord Kelvin) 

In other words, our greatest obstacles, what frustrates us the 
most is the path to our greatest breakthroughs or victories! 

Let me illustrate this with a great Old Testament story! We have 
a group of world class actors that are coming to tell this story… 
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Illustration by kids play: 
NarratorΥ  DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭŀƴŘΦ bƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ ƪƛƴƎΦ 

ά.ǳǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ YƛƴƎέ {ŀƳǳŜƭ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ άIŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ōŜǎǘΦέ 

God’s people: “We want a real king!” One we can see!”  

Narrator: DƻŘ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƪƛƴƎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƪƛƴŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǊ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ 
ŀǎ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘΦ .ǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜΤ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ ƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƴƻǿΗ 

{ƻ DƻŘ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ƪƛƴƎΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ {ŀǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƪƛƴƎ π ŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ .ǳǘ 
ƘŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ  IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƻōŜȅ DƻŘΦ hǊ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ 
ǿƘƻƭŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ  

ά{ŀǳƭ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ Ǉƭŀƴέ DƻŘ ǎŀƛŘΦ άL ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ƪƛƴƎ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜǎ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜŀŎƘ Ƴȅ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜΦ L ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ ƪƛƴƎΦέ DƻŘ ƘŀŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘΦ  άDƻ ǘƻ .ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳΦέ 
DƻŘ ǘƻƭŘ {ŀƳǳŜƭΦ ά̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ  {ƻ {ŀƳǳŜƭ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ 
.ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳΦ  

(Samuel walks to God’s people stairs)  

DƻŘ ǘƻƭŘ {ŀƳǳŜƭ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ WŜǎǎŜΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǎŜΩǎ ǎƻƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƪƛƴƎΦ WŜǎǎŜ ƘŀŘ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎƻƴǎΦ  

(sons flex muscles- stand tall) 

bƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘŜǎǘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƭŜǾŜǊ όŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƴƛŎŜΦύ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƪƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ 
ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭƭŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǎǘΦ ό{ƻ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ ǎǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ 
ŀǊƳƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ !ƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘǳǊǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŀƴŘǎƻƳŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦύ 

όSamuel gestures to Jesseύ  

{ŀƳǳŜƭ ŀǎƪŜŘ WŜǎǎŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ŜŀŎƘ ǎƻƴ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴΦ {ƻ WŜǎǎŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘΣ ǘŀƭƭŜǎǘΣ 
ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǎǘ ǎƻƴΦ  

(Samuel points to his head like he’s thinking) 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƪƛƴƎέ {ŀƳǳŜƭ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΦ IŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƪƛƴƎΦ .ǳǘ DƻŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ 
ƘƛƳΦ ά̧ ƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜέ DƻŘ ǘƻƭŘ {ŀƳǳŜƭΦ  ά.ǳǘ L ŀƳ 
ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΤ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜΨǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΦέ  {ƻ WŜǎǎŜ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ {ŀƳǳŜƭ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜȄǘ ƻƭŘŜǎǘΣ 
ǘŀƭƭŜǎǘΣ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǎǘ ǎƻƴΦ  .ǳǘ DƻŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ƘƛƳ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ DƻŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǎƻƴǎΦ 

(Samuel shrugs his shoulders in a question) 
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{ŀƳǳŜƭ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭΚέ 

(Jesse laughs) 

WŜǎǎŜ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘ άhƘ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ƻƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀƪƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 
IŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘŜŜƴȅΦέ  ά.ǊƛƴƎ ƘƛƳέΣ ǎŀƛŘ {ŀƳǳŜƭΦ 

(David runs over with sheep)  

WŜǎǎŜΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ǎƻƴ ŎŀƳŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ DƻŘ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ ǘƻ {ŀƳǳŜƭΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜΗέ  
Iƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ 5ŀǾƛŘΦ άIŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƳƛƴŜΣέ DƻŘ ǎŀƛŘΦ  

(David kneels & Samuel anoints his head with oil) 

{ŀƳǳŜƭ ŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƛƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 
DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ƪƛƴƎΦ ά̧ ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƪƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŘŀȅΦέ {ŀƳǳŜƭ ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳΦ   

DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎŎŀǊȅ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǎǘƛƴŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŀǊƛŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭΦ !ƴŘ 
ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǎǘƛƴŜǎ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǎǘƛƴŜǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ǿŜŀǇƻƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
άDƻƭƛŀǘƘΦέ  

(enter Goliath center stage from the Philistines stairs)  

DƻƭƛŀǘƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘŜǊǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΣ ŀƴŘπ ǿƻǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭπ ŀ DƛŀƴǘΗ  

(Goliath gestures)  

! Ǝƛŀƴǘ ǎƻ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ǎƻ ǘŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǎŎŀǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ 
ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭŜΦ {ƻΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜΥ ¢ƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǎǘƛƴŜǎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƘƛƭƭΥ  

(Philistines wave) 

DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ   

(God’s people wave) 

9ǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΣ DƻƭƛŀǘƘ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ 

Goliath: Send your best solider to fight me! If he wins, we will be your slaves. But if I win, 
you will be our slaves!”  

Narrator: bƻ ƻƴŜ ǎǇƻƪŜΦ bƻ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǾŜŘΦ 

Goliath: “Chickens! Your God can’t save you! I’ll rip your heads off and have you on 
toast!”  

Narrator: Iƛǎ ōŜŀŘȅΣ ƎǊŜŜŘȅ ŜȅŜǎ ƎƭƻǿŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƘǳƴƎǊƛƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭŜ 
ƘŜƭƳŜǘπ ŀǎ ƛŦ ŀƴȅ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎƻōōƭŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭ ǳǇΦ  !ƴŘ ƘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ 
ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ƭŀǳƎƘΦ  
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Goliath: “Ha ha ha ha”  

NarratorΥ Iƛǎ ƭŀǳƎƘ ōƻƻƳŜŘ ŜŎƘƻƛƴƎ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊȅΣ ŘǊȅ ǾŀƭƭŜȅΦ 

²ŜƭƭΣ DƻƭƛŀǘƘ ƳƛƎƘǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŜƴΣ ǎƭƛƳȅ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƘŜŀŘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻȊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜŀǊΦ   

(God’s people look terrified) 

¢ƘŜƛǊ ŜȅŜǎ ƎƭŀȊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŘŜŀǘƘƭȅ ǇŀƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƪƴŜǿ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǉǳƛŎƪΣ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΧ  .ǳǘ DƻŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦ IŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ǎŜƴŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

bƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ 5ŀǾƛŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǎŜΚ ²Ŝƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǎƻƭƛŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳȅΦ hƴŜ Řŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ 5ŀǾƛŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭǳƴŎƘŜǎ ƘŜ ǎŀǿ DƻƭƛŀǘƘ 
ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀǿ Ƙƻǿ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŀǎΦ  

(David enters with sheep and hands out sandwiches to the brothers, walks over to Saul) 

David: ά5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΗ LΩƭƭ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΗέ 

bŀǊǊŀǘƻǊΥ ά̧ ƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ ōƻȅΣέ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άŀƴŘ DƻƭƛŀǘƘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƻƭƛŘŜǊΦ 
Iƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƘƛƳΚέ 

David: άDƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜΗέ 

Narrator: 5ŀǾƛŘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻƭƛŀǘƘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƴ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǘƘ ōǳǘ ŀƴ 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƳǳŎƘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊΗ 5ŀǾƛŘ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŦƛǾŜ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ǎǘƻƴŜǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘǊŜŀƳΣ π ƻƴŜΣ ǘǿƻΣ ǘƘǊŜŜΣ ŦƻǳǊΣ ŦƛǾŜπ ǘƻƻƪ Ƙƛǎ ǎƭƛƴƎǎƘƻǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ DƻƭƛŀǘƘΦ {ǘŜǇΦ 
{ǘŜǇΦ {ǘŜǇΦ  DƻƭƛŀǘƘ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ 5ŀǾƛŘΦ ¢ƘǳŘ ¢ƘǳŘΦ ¢ƘǳŘΦ  

Goliath: “You…”  

David: “I’m little! But God is great!” 

Goliath: “Hahahahahaha” 

Narrator: ²ƛǘƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǎǿƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ Ǝƛŀƴǘ ǎǿƻǊŘΣ DƻƭƛŀǘƘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅ ƻŦŦΦ .ǳǘ 5ŀǾƛŘ 
ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƙƻǿ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻǊ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŀǊǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ǎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳπ ƛǘ ƛǎ DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ǎŀǾŜǎ ȅƻǳΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ōŀǘǘƭŜΦ !ƴŘ DƻŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƛƴǎ Ƙƛǎ ōŀǘǘƭŜǎΗέ 
5ŀǾƛŘ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎƭƛƴƎΣ ǎǿǳƴƎ ƛǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ ƎƻΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎǘƻƴŜ ŦƭŜǿ WHIZZ ƭƛƪŜ 
ŀ ōǳƭƭŜǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ DƻƭƛŀǘƘπ THUDπ ǊƛƎƘǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎΦ  DƻƭƛŀǘƘ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ 
ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎΧ  IŜ ǎǘǳƳōƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƎƎŜǊŜŘΧ ŀƴŘ CRASH! CŜƭƭ ŘŜŀŘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǎǘƛƴŜǎ ǎŀǿ 
DƻƭƛŀǘƘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŀŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ǌŀƴ ŀǿŀȅΦ  

(Philistines run to their seats)  
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!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜƳ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƘŜŜǊŜŘΦ  

(God’s people cheer! David does happy dance) 

DƻŘ ƘŀŘ ǎŀǾŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 5ŀǾƛŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘŜǊƻΗ !ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ǇŀǘƘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΦ 

(Give them a hand) 

Observations: 

1) David was the youngest and despised by his family. When Samuel 
came to the house he wasn’t even invited to the party.  IŜōǊŜǿ 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ 5ŀǾƛŘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǎǘ Ƨƻōǎ. 

2) Yet God had a plan for his life and God chose him to be Israel’s greatest 

king.  “Oh little town of Bethlehem! Though you are little among your 

brothers, yet out of you I will make a great ruler!”  

By the way, David was also from Bethlehem! 

3) The only one capable of defeating Goliath was David because he was 
the only one small enough to do so for God. Remember Paul: 

“When I am weak, then I am strong.”  2 Corinthians 12:10 

4) When Goliath came out to defy and taunt God’s army they all were 
afraid. They saw an obstacle, David saw an opportunity… that 
became the start of his career as a great leader in Israel.  

THE OBSTACLE BECAME THE WAY! 

A Bethlehem shepherd boy turns an obstacle into a path! 

But he had to go through “his Bethlehem”… his uphill moments, 
the struggles, the ridicule from his brothers, he had to stare down 
a crazy giant, the fears and step forward with courage… 
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 Remember the motto of the mothers on CTV?  

“He will have a disability if you treat him like he has a disability.” 

Tomorrow we enter 2018… no doubt you will have good times 
but you will also have difficult situations, painful experiences, 
disappointments, discouragements, failures, and struggles. You 
will have to stare down some giants. People might let you down 
… OBSTACLES!  

But, as long as you treat them as PROBLEMS they will be 
PROBLEMS. But IF, as Paul said “by God’s grace”, you treat 
them as opportunities they will be opportunities. 

And we’ll confront our obstacles with confidence of Paul…  

“Therefore, I take joy in infirmities, in insults, in needs, in 
persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, 
then I am strong.” 2 Corinthians 12:10  

And your Bethlehem, though little among the many obstacles, 
out of you will come forth the character of Christ the King. 

Closing Song 

h ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ .ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳ  
Iƻǿ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜŜ ƭƛŜ  
!ōƻǾŜ ǘƘȅ ŘŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŜŀƳƭŜǎǎ ǎƭŜŜǇ  
¢ƘŜ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǊǎ Ǝƻ ōȅ  
¸Ŝǘ ƛƴ ǘƘȅ ŘŀǊƪ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ǎƘƛƴŜǘƘ  
¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ [ƛƎƘǘ  
¢ƘŜ ƘƻǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ  
!ǊŜ ƳŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜŜ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘ 

h Ƙƻƭȅ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻŦ .ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳ  
5ŜǎŎŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǿŜ ǇǊŀȅ  
/ŀǎǘ ƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ  
.Ŝ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ ǳǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ  
²Ŝ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ  
¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƛŘƛƴƎǎ ǘŜƭƭ  
h ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀōƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ  
hǳǊ [ƻǊŘ 9ƳƳŀƴǳŜƭ 
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May the Lord bless you and keep you,  
May the Lord make his face shine upon,  
and be gracious to you. 
The Lord lift up his countenance towards you 
and give you peace.  

Que le Seigneur te bénisse et te garde, 

Kue le Seiñier te benis e te gard 

Qu'il fasse pour toi rayonner son visage, 

Kill fass pour tua reyanee sau visāg 

Que le Seigneur te découvre sa face, 

Kue le Seiñier te decuuvre  sā fās 

Te prenne en grâce et t'apporte la paix. 

Te pren un gras e taporte la pe 

AMEN 

 

Happy new year! 

 


