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#\We are in a series of messages called: Why Christmas Matters

# This morning | want to start by reading just one verse from a very
small, and often unnoticed book in the Old Testament: The Book of
Micah. This book was written about 720 years before Jesus was born.

Micah prophesied at a time of great moral and spiritual decadence in
both the Northern and Southern Kingdoms of Israel and Judah. They
had turned from God and embraced idolatry and corruption.

Micah prophesies judgement of God on them BUT right in the
middle of this HOPE... Micah 5:2

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the
thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be
Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from of old, from the days of
eternity.” Micah 5:2

* Prayer

+Why Christmas matters:
Christmas gives us HOPE; hope when things look worse.

HOPE when a nation is spiritually far from God.

HOPE when things could not look worse.

HOPE when the Romans had stripped and humiliated their nation.
HOPE when God seems to be silent... but you “little” Bethlehem!
HOPE when all there seems to be is darkness...

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; Those who
dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them a light has shined.”
Isaiah 9:2 (NKJV)

All of us have our “little” Bethlehems... those weaknesses, struggles,

those things that seem impossible, that make us feel defeated!
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The Christmas story is surrounded by these challenges (these obstacles)
FULL OF IMPOSSIBILITIES AND UNLIKELIHOODS!

Consider this:

— Mary and Joseph lived in Nazareth. The Holy Spirit comes upon her
and she becomes pregnant.

— It happens to be that around the time she is to give birth that a
decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the Roman world
should be registered. (Just happens to be!) So, all had to go to be
registered in their own city of birth, Joseph and Mary as well.

How inconvenient!

“Joseph went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem (!), because he was of the
house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed
wife.” Luke 2:4-5 (NKJV)

Isn’t that something?! An insignificant prophet prophesies 720
years before about this little insignificant town called Bethlehem
and Mary happens to end up there at the time when she is to give
birth because a Roman Caesar (living hundreds of miles away)
decides to demand that all should register in their place of birth.

Us guys might not get this: traveling in Bible times from Nazareth
to Bethlehem would have been quite the journey for a woman
who is 9 months pregnant!

e |t was about 100 miles. (It would have taken 5 to 7 days.)

e The last part of the journey would have been an uphill hike of
3,500 feet. (Bethlehem was high up in the hills.)

e Mary would have been exhausted! The journey was DANGEROUS
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And when they arrive there is no comfortable room at the inn!
Desperate to find adequate shelter, they have to resort a stable.

“She laid Him in a manger, because there was no room in the inn.” Lk. 2:7

The Bethlehems in our life are the uphill moments, the struggles,
the frustrations, the fears and the disappointments...

The Christmas story shows us that God seems to work best in
our life when we are face to face with obstacles and difficulties.

The apostle Paul was struggling with what he called a “thorn in
the flesh”. We really do not know what that was, just that he
pleaded to God to remove it and God said “no” because He said:

“My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in
weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12:9a (NKJV)

Weakness = limitations, obstacles, struggles, failures, problems,
disappointments, pain... So Paul responds...

“Therefore, | take joy in infirmities, in insults, in needs, in persecutions, in

distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when | am weak, then | am strong.”
2 Corinthians 12:10

| can honestly say that the things in my life that have become the
catalyst for me to become kinder, more compassionate, way less
judgemental, more patient, a better pastor, a better husband, a

better father have never been my successes. They have always
been my struggles with the OBSTACLES that have come my way!

Have you ever noticed that some of the most inspirational
stories come out of some of the most painful struggles?
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lllustration: A few weeks ago while getting ready for supper we had
CTV live at 5 on. This story caught my attention... video

The poem “Welcome to Holland” was written by Emily Perl Kingsley.
She is a famous writer who joined the Sesame Street team in 1970
and has been writing for the show ever since. She has written over 20
children's books and two Sesame Street home video releases (EImo
Learns to Share and Elmo Says BOO!).

What you need to know is that in 1974 she had a son named Jason
Kingsley born with Down syndrome. Their doctor labeled the child as
a "mongoloid" that would fail to learn to speak or walk and
instructed the parents to act essentially as if the birth hadn't
happened. She cried for several days straight. Then her distressed
family determined to provide Jason with as intellectually stimulating
an environment as possible.

Their son Jason ended up appearing on Sesame Street in 55 episodes
and became an actor appearing as a guest-star in an episode of The
Fall Guy, and episodes of All My Children and Touched by an Angel.

Emily Perl Kingsley wrote this famous poem: “Welcome to Holland”
out of her experience and it has inspired thousands of parents with
children with disabilities including these NS mothers on CTV.

She says:

“If you spend your life mourning the fact that you didn't get to Italy,
you may never be free to enjoy the very special, the very lovely
things about Holland”.

If our focus is on the problem, the obstacle, the disappointments,
the weaknesses, the pain... we will lose sight of the opportunities.
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Or like the motto of the mothers interviewed on CTV...

“He will have a disability if you treat him like he has a disability.”

Life at times hands us very difficult situations. Sure there is pain
in life, there are disappointments, there are discouragements,
failures, struggles... obstacles, but if you look at all those things
from the right perspective, they bring great gifts to us... great
opportunities... great character!

“For when we are weak, then we are strong.” 2 Corinthians 12:10

“Oh little town of Bethlehem! Though you are little among the
thousands, yet out of you shall come forth to Me a Ruler”

+ | have been sharing with our staff and with others some thoughts
from a book by Ryan Holiday called “The Obstacle is the Way”

— | don’t recommend everything about the book but | really am
challenged by the title and main idea:

Very often, our biggest obstacle is our biggest opportunity!
Our biggest discoveries come out of our biggest problems!

— One of my favourite life quotes is by Lord Kelvin...

When you are face to face with a difficulty, you are up against
a discovery. (Lord Kelvin)

In other words, our greatest obstacles, what frustrates us the
most is the path to our greatest breakthroughs or victories!

Let me illustrate this with a great Old Testament story! We have
a group of world class actors that are coming to tell this story...

Why Christmas Matters - Page 6 of 12 %,.«



lllustration by kids play:

Narryat@n2B2LX S KIR I ySg fFyR® b2g (K
@ dzi D2 R & & YaASdNJGRE \REE KOKSD 2y S oK 2 f 272
Go'sl pe‘Wel want dO0Omeawe Kcang! see!

NarrB2Br1ySgé UKFG F 1AYy3 YAIKG y2d 6S
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(Samuel walgkesoploe Gotdai r s)

D2R (U2fR {I YASK2dk2S@2DIR WSAaAJI@RAFAY & 2
0KS yS¢ ({Ay3ad WSaasS KIR aS@Sy adaNey3
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Gamuel gestures to Jesse
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(Samuel points ttdhimiksa nlggad | i ke he
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(Samuel shrugs his shoulders in a que
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{ I YdzSEL aa ORI | f £ K

(Jesse | aughs)

WS3aasS d K daA KRS0 KIK SiNgSdzy B8 dza (| 2y B E @ Bd6] KA
| & 2y &0 NBBSEIRARY { | YdSt @

(David runs over with sheep)
WSEaéz2dzy3Saild a2y O YS Nizyy A y@EK A k& R
| A4 Y| YSdsT &K 158 AA REGBR RIMaE ARS YAYSS
(David kmnued!|l sasn® iSas his head with oil
[ YUERAYIGRKSFRBERAOK B2R&SI &LISOALE g4I
D2&R OK2 a0S¥dz1 a¥Efd 0SS (K S NWSd IRYR KRKT o
D2A&R LIS2LX S KIYWRS WS U EOI NEATf AalAySa 4S5
y2g 0KS t KAfA&GAYSRES Kil RA fOR & BA yi 2@ | FRIIKRR)
D2t & KD

(enter Goliath center stage from the
D2t AFGK ¢l a | mm3NRNMFeRAVEYy &R f RASNE | YR
(Goliath gestures)

I AL Yyiaa2iBON2ZYAR a2 aO0OF NE GKFG y2 2
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(Philistines wave)

D2&R LIS2L¥ D AW IYRN 2F GKS 20 KSNID
(Gedpeopl e wave)

O9OSNE RIFIeéX D2fAl 0K OFYS 2dzil FyR &aK2dz
Goliath: Send your best solider to fi
you will e our sl aves!

Narrb2o2yS a4LR1SP b2 2yS Y2O0SRO®

Gol i*@hihckens! tYosuarv'eGoydo ugpanyour heads o
todst !

NarrbhiaroSkFRésZ INBSReé SéSa It 26SNBR |
KSIEWAG AT ye YAydzZiS KS NBIFffeé SR IKGA 2
G§SNNAOGES I daAK®D
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Gol i“Hda hha” ha ha

Nar rYatloirda f | SIEHK2 A0y222 YISRNNA 6 f & | N2dzy R |y
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(& people |l ook terrified)
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David ent er sh amidtshaosadhweiecoheasndt o t he br o
Davs@® 0S DFNFARKELKAY F2NJ &2dzH
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DaviD@R ¢Afd KSf LI YSH

Narr altdarR NBIf Al S®& (OhHdd beeAl yK26R A
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[ LYIDBILIP K g1 f 1SR 0261 NR& 51 GARD ¢ Kc
Gol i“Yad.uh :

Davim:l ittle! But God is great/!

Gol i"Halhahaliahaha

NarraioK: 2dzAaG 2yS agAy3a 2F BAD2BARFFC
1ySs llBlagRRByaGe2dz  NBE 2N K2g Ylyeée &ag?2
al OSA@2MA D2R gK2 3@ oAl Bf2312 1¢yKR aD R al
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D2f Al UK ¢l a RSIRXZ GKS& N}YYy lgléeo
(Philistines run to their seats)
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R
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l YR gKBYLIB2RE S a4l ¢ (KSY NizyyAy3d | gl &%
(Gedpeople cheer! David does happy da
D2R KIR al SR KA& LIS2LX S® 5FJAR g a |
51 @A RJ UK 028l NRa 0SO2YAyYy3d | INBlLuU fSI
(Give them a hand)

Observations:

1) David was the youngest and despised by his family. When Samuel
came to the house he wasn’t even invited to the party. | S & NB 4
KAald2NE 0SSt fda SUSi 65K ORR SRl A
GAOUK KAA ONRPUKSNE. YR IADSY

2) Yet God had a plan for his life and God chose him to be Israel’s greatest
king. “Oh little town of Bethlehem! Though you are little among your
brothers, yet out of you | will make a great ruler!”’

By the way, David was also from Bethlehem!

3) The only one capable of defeating Goliath was David because he was
the only one small enough to do so for God. Remember Paul:

“When | am weak, then | am strong.” 2 Corinthians 12:10

4) When Goliath came out to defy and taunt God’s army they all were
afraid. They saw an obstacle, David saw an opportunity... that
became the start of his career as a great leader in Israel.

THE OBSTACLE BECAME THE WAY!
A Bethlehem shepherd boy turns an obstacle into a path!
But he had to go through “his Bethlehem”... his uphill moments,

the struggles, the ridicule from his brothers, he had to stare down
a crazy giant, the fears and step forward with courage...
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+ Remember the motto of the mothers on CTV?

“He will have a disability if you treat him like he has a disability.”

Tomorrow we enter 2018... no doubt you will have good times
but you will also have difficult situations, painful experiences,
disappointments, discouragements, failures, and struggles. You
will have to stare down some giants. People might let you down
... OBSTACLES!

But, as long as you treat them as PROBLEMS they will be
PROBLEMS. But IF, as Paul said “by God’s grace”, you treat
them as opportunities they will be opportunities.

And we’ll confront our obstacles with confidence of Paul...

“Therefore, | take joy in infirmities, in insults, in needs, in
persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when | am weak,
then | am strong.” 2 Corinthians 12:10

And your Bethlehem, though little among the many obstacles,
out of you will come forth the character of Christ the King.

Closing Song
h ftAGGES G268y 2Fh K2feé OKAfR 27
| 2¢6 auAftf 6S &aSE5Sa0SyR (2 dza ¢4 S
1 020S (K& RSSLI I/ Fad 2dzi 2dzNJ aAy
¢KS aAfSyd adFrNBR.S 02Ny Ay dza (2
SG Ay GKé RIN)Y 2SS KSIFN 0KS / KN
¢KS SOSNIladAy3da ¢KS IANBFG 3IFt IR
¢KS K2LJS& IyRAFSh O2YS G2 dza I 60A
I NB YSG Ay GKSS hdzNJ [ 2NR 9YY!I ydzS
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May the Lord bless you and keep you,

May the Lord make his face shine upon,

and be gracious to you.

The Lord lift up his countenance towards you
and give you peace.

Que le Seigneur te bénisse et te garde,

Kue le Seinier te benis e te gard

Qu'il fasse pour toi rayonner son visage,
Kill fass pour tua reyanee sau visag

Que le Seigneur te découvre sa face,

Kue le Seinier te decuuvre sa fas

Te prenne en grace et t'apporte la paix.

Te pren un gras e taporte la pe
AMEN

Happy new year!

Why Christmas Matters - Page 12 of 12 %‘,«



