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Welcome to Our New Series
Trust Issues: Is Christianity Believable Today?
Over the next 4 to 5 weeks, we are going to be looking at a few of the
issues that cause people to struggle to have confidence in Christianity and
the message of Jesus.
I want to say this clearly, there are very good, thoughtful, sincere people
who really struggle to see hot to reconcile the claims of Christians with their
own lives. Perhaps you are here today, and you don’t believe that the way
that Christians ‘connect the dots’ for life, faith and belief make sense. And if
you are, I welcome you here, because I honestly believe that there is no
reason to be afraid of seeking after the truth. If we have to hide facts, or be
afraid of discovering reality, then something is wrong.
So today we are going to be starting this series. In addition to looking at
today’s topic, we will discuss “Science vs. Faith”, “Are Christians Safe?”
But that’s not all, at the end of our series, we want to take one Sunday to
respond to questions that you may have. Obviously, depending on how
many we receive we may not get at all of them, but we really want to what
you are curious about.
If you have a question, or there is a question you have heard about
something that causes people to struggle to trust the Christian message,
we want to hear it. Either fill out a ‘Trust Issues’ card and put it in one of our
boxes at the front today, or send us an email at trustissues@ssc.church
So now we begin our journey with our topic for week 1,
VIDEO: “BIBLE SERMON INTRO.MP4”

Why Trust the Bible?
Why would anyone in a modern scientific age decide to base their ethics,
spirituality and worldview on a book a few thousand years old?
Christians often quote, “The Bible” and act as if that by invoking the name
of their book everyone should just take that as authoritative, stop asking
questions and do whatever they say. And honestly that doesn’t make sense
to many people, especially if they don’t share the same faith and belief.
But why to Christians put such confidence in this book?
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What Is the Bible?
Well before we can answer the question why Christians esteem the Bible,
we have to start by asking what it is to begin with.
The Bible Is:
• Made up of 2 ‘Testaments’
o Old Testament (Hebrew Bible) – tells the story of the Jewish
People
o New Testament – tells the story of Jesus and his followers
• Written over a period of a couple thousand years
o Several different authors from different time periods
• Not only a narrative story, but different types of literature
o This is key, there are different types of writing in the Bible
▪ Prophets – oracles of those who were speaking to the
people on behalf of God (often with a warning or
encouragement)
▪ Wisdom literature –
▪ Songs
▪ Narrative History – Genesis, Joshua, Acts
▪ Letters
▪ Gospels – retellings of the life of Jesus
▪ Apocalyptic – Daniel (vision of statue that foretold rise
and fall of future kingdoms)
• Includes Revelation
Revelation 21:14 (NIV)
The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were
the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
How we understand genre, influences how well I understand the Bible, and
consequently I represent it to those who want to know what it stands for.
If I don’t understand that John’s vision is highly symbolic I could say,
“Christians believe that one day God will send a huge gold cube down from
the sky that is thousands of miles wide, and has pearls as gates. And 12
precious stones as foundation.”
The point of the passage is that God will establish his kingdom on earth,
regardless of human authorities, and it is founded on the witness of the 12
apostles who knew Jesus and take his message to the world.
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Why the Bible Matters to Christians – It Tells the Story of Jesus
The Bible is wide in scope, from Genesis to Revelation, and the amount we
could talk about today would be enormous, I’ll have to leave some of it to
when we look at Science vs. Faith, so today I want to focus on what is
probably the most significant question, is the story of Jesus as told for real?
The stakes are high on this one, even Paul, in some of the earliest writings
of the New Testament spelled it out.
1 Corinthians 15:14, 19 (NIV)
And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and
so is your faith…
If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people
most to be pitied.

How do we know we have what the original authors wrote?
This is the question that the CNN article tries to raise,
Note the scholar’s response, “the amount of variation from original to this is
remarkable.” Here is the thing, there is enough textual evidence that we
can know what the original looked like. That and the variations are normally
quite miniscule, in fact we don’t hid them, when there is a significant
difference, we put in a footnote so you can know, and usually those
footnotes are not big.
The New Testament dwarfs other books of ancient history in this criterion. Most ancient
books have fewer than 10 existing manuscripts. But for the New Testament there are
over 5,000 partial or whole Greek manuscripts. If other languages are included, the
number jumps beyond 25,000!
Some recent critics, such as Bart Ehrman, author of “Misquoting Jesus,” have claimed
that there are too many variants across these manuscripts to reconstruct the original
with confidence. But this conclusion is too hasty–80 percent of the variations are simply
spelling errors that are easily accounted for. While there are a handful of minor texts
upon which New Testament scholars disagree, there is no textual variation that
threatens a central Christian doctrine.
Regarding the date between original composition and extant copies, most ancient works
have a gap of more than 700 years, with some works, such as Plato and Aristotle,
having twice that. In contrast, there are fragments of the Gospel of John dating within 40
years of composition (John Rylands Papyrus) and a near complete copy of the New
Testament within 100-150 years of its original composition (Chester Beatty Papyri).
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From a textual point of view, the New Testament documents are exceptional, accurate
and reliable documents. And even if all the manuscripts were destroyed, we could
reconstruct the entire New Testament (except for 11 verses) through the quotes of the
Early Church Fathers.1

How do we know that these books are reliable and true witnesses to
the actual events in Jesus life and teaching?
How do we know we have the right books? We can hear of conspiracy
theories in the news about newly discovered gospels that the early church
hid or tried to get rid of. Were they oppressing the truth?
Iraneaus (who died in 202 BC) was already asking the same kinds of
questions in his lifetime. As a church leader, he heard and saw all kinds of
diffent gospels and truths flying around, and he had the same concerns we
did, what is the true story of Jesus.
The church in that time in his leadership came up with a few criteria
• To be authoritative a book had to be connected to an Apostle (a
firsthand witness and disciple of Jesus), or an associate of an apostle
• It had to be widely accepted in all the places the Apostles had gone
• To confirm authenticity, he made a direct lineage of teachers from the
apostles to his age.

So What, Why Would I Bother with a 2,000 year old story, no matter
what it says?
To answer that question, I want to read you a passage from the Bible that
talks about what Scripture is good for.
2 Timothy 3:16–17 (LEB)
All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness, in order that the
person of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.
Sometimes we get caught up in areas to debate that are not Scripture’s
primary task. Scripture exists to teach, correct, train us in righteousness
(right standing with God), and to be prepared to do good in this world.

1

https://billygraham.org/decision-magazine/october-2007/is-the-new-testament-reliable/
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And the Bible does it. 2.4 Billion people today identify themselves as
Christians of one sort or another. From 1 man, 12 followers whose witness
is the foundation of the faith, 2.4 billion now believe somehow on his name.
(That’s the equivalent of 64 times the population of Canada)
The good news of Jesus changes lives, has transformed people, and
reshaped the way the world thinks of service, humility. It has invented
hospitals as we know them today, was a cornerstone for developing human
rights.
John 20:30–31 (NIV)
30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his
disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
Scripture is recorded that we might believe in Jesus and find life. The big
question is whether we can put our confidence in Jesus, to follow him with
our lives.

Prayer Time – Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus.
As you leave we have some discussion questions you can use in your
circle group or with friends this week.
Circle Group Questions
• What questions do know make Christianity difficult to believe?
• What questions have you heard about the reliability of the Bible?
• Read 2 Timothy 3:16. If this is what the Bible is for, then how
should we use it?

Next Sunday…
We will be continuing our series, Trust Issues, asking, “Are Christians
Safe?”

Why Christmas Matters

©2017

Page 6 of 6

