Series: Trust Issues: Is Christianity Believable Today?
Title: What About Organized Religion?
Pastor Chad E. Billington
February 11, 2018

©2018

Pre-Sermon
Worship Songs: Holy Spirit (Prayer Time), Forever I Run, Alive. - Greeting

Trust Issues: Is Christianity Believable Today?
Since mid-January, we have been in a series called “Trust Issues: Is
Christianity Believable Today?”
We have looked at the reliability of the Bible, whether Christians are safe,
spent a couple weeks on issues around science, Genesis and the Bible
generally.
And today we are on the home stretch. Next week we will be looking at a
few of the topics that came up in questions some of you submitted over the
past month regarding things that make Christianity challenging for you or
people you know. We have already started some of our planning, but feel
free to send us an email at trustissues@ssc.church or fill out one of the
cards and pass it in this morning. You never know, one of your questions
might be in the mix.

Today’s Topic
That leaves us with just this week to look at one of the bigger questions
that people question, What About Organized Religion?
Today we live in an age when many people look at ‘organized religion’ and
are turned off, not from spirituality, but the structures, hierarchy, or simply
see the ways that religious organizations of all types, not just the church,
seem to be instruments of harm.
Have you ever heard someone say:
“More people have been killed in the name of God than for any other reason,”
and many take this idea as an historical fact. But is it true, if we ask someone
to name the wars, often fingers get pointed to the crusades and conflicts with
more extreme militant forms if Islam in our day (e.g. Islamic State). While
these are awful, but looking at global wars in the past century:
Napoleonic Campaign, the American Revolution, the French Revolution, the
American Civil War, World War I, the Russia Revolution, World War II, and the
conflicts in Korea and Vietnam, were not religious in nature or cause. Secular
Communism in China and Russia killed millions upon millions in the past 100
years.
i
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The Argument Can Miss the Point
While I think it is important that we make sure our arguments are sound, I
think those of us who identify as Christians must be careful to not move to
arguing too quickly.
If someone says they have a problem with organized religion, could it be
that it is coming from a place of concern for justice? Could it be that
someone is coming from a place of deep personal hurt?
If we are honest, there have many people hurt by religion, and as it pertains
to us, the church in particular.
• Those who have seen leaders in the church abuse their power
• Those who have been victims of sexual exploitation by members of
churches, and then have not been heard or protected
• Those who have seen famous Christians who gather millions of
dollars from donors on TV, who become celebrities, have significant
moral failings, often sexual, and whose empires come tumbling down.
Sometimes, people’s objections to ‘organized religion’ and specifically the
Christian church are far less of an academic exercise or debate, and can be
rooted in deeply painful, personal experience.
I’ve sat in rooms with church leaders who are trying to sort out the mess that
a church leader’s sexual exploitation of church member has done both to the
individuals and the church. I’ve talked to people who have been hurt by
churches, their leaders and members. People who have painful
disappointments.
We hear the talk of residential schools, and abuse by priests in our history
here in Canada, the number of hurts moves well beyond those more famous
stories. We need to be ready to hear people’s pain.

This makes me think of an article I read about Rachael Denhollanderii
Rachel is a very brave believer. If you heard of the recent court case in the
USA surrounding Larry Nassar, who was the US Gymnastics team doctor
who was on trial recently in the United States for sexually assaulting over
150 young girls. Rachel was the first of his victims to publically come
forward with her accusations. She was vilified and treated poorly, but as a
result a snowball of accusations came in that finally led Nassar to the
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courts. In talking of who she became an advocate for those who have
experienced abuse, she said of her experience in trying to advocate for
others who have experience abuse in the church,
“CHURCH IS ONE OF THE LEAST SAFE PLACES TO ACKNOWLEDGE ABUSE BECAUSE
THE WAY IT IS COUNSELED IS, MORE OFTEN THAN NOT, DAMAGING TO THE VICTIM.
…THAT’S A HARD THING TO SAY, BECAUSE I AM A VERY CONSERVATIVE
EVANGELICAL, BUT THAT IS THE TRUTH.”iii
Today, I want to that we need to be ready to hear people’s pain before we
rush to defense. It is a human tendency to try to protect the groups and
people we love. We defend our families (even when they are messed up),
we defend ourselves (even when I know I’m a mess), and we can run to
defend the church (even when we know the church local and global can
have serious problems).
I would also tell anyone who has been hurt, that God does not overlook
those who hurt in his name.
Jesus when talking of ‘little ones’ children (and I would think those who are
venerable), said:
Matthew 18:6 (NIV)
“If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in
me—to stumble, it would be better for them to have a large millstone
hung around their neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.
God takes protecting the venerable very seriously and if we claim to
be his followers we must as well.

So what about the Church?
Three keys to thinking about the church from scripture (there are so many
ways we could come at such a broad question), but as I was praying these
are the passages I felt I needed to highlight.
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We Need Each Other
1 Corinthians 12:27–28 (NIV)
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part
of it. 28 And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second
prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of
helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues.
All of Chapter 12 is worth a read (the Bible in general is worth a read, but
this chapter would be good to look at this week).
The point of this passage, is that it lists different abilities that the Holy Spirit
give us, and then highlights how each of us has a part to play.
The problem with saying that following Jesus is just a ‘me and Jesus’
phenomena, is that we forget how much we need others, and that they
need us. We all have different gifts, and abilities. We can’t fly alone.
When we come together, (whenever any humans get together) there will be
organization. Whether formal, or informal, structured or loose, by virtue of
trying to work together, we will create organization in our faith, and that is
just true.

We Need to Deal with Problems
Acts 6:1–7 (NIV)
1 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing,
the Hellenistic Jews among them complained against the Hebraic
Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily
distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples
together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry
of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers and sisters,
choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the
Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and
will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.”
5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen,
a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus,
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to
Judaism. 6 They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed
and laid their hands on them.
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7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in
Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became
obedient to the faith.

They had a real problem in that time, a discrimination problem.
They didn’t hide it, but they didn’t get rid of the widow food distribution
program either. What did they do, they sought out those with wisdom and
the spirit to deal with the problem.
As they did, the church flourished.
When we have problems with infection in hospitals, we don’t close the
hospitals. We look to fix the issues. When we have problems in church, we
are not to ignore them, we are to seek leadership and deal with them.
When we have conflict, we are to work it out.
This is why our ABOVE series we are doing in a couple weeks, and the
challenge to live ABOVE in Lent is key.
It is not enough to say all organizations and groups have problems, as
followers of Jesus we are called to a higher standard, and by the power of
his Spirit we can and should be different.

Love Validates Christ’s Church
John 13:35 (NIV)
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another.

This is the mark that should identify us as his people.
BECAUSE WE NEED EACH OTHER, CHRIST MADE US HIS CHURCH
Love doesn’t abuse, love doesn’t cover up, love opens doors, love
welcomes the stranger, love repents when it has done wrong, love
forgives, love feeds the hungry, love mourns with the grieving, love
embraces the broken-hearted, love does, love does…
When the church has looked radiant, like the shining bride of Christ , it has
been when we loved well.
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Closing …
Talking of the Baby in the Bathtub
• Being a parent
• Bathing the child when a floating brown toy appears
o We don’t get rid of the baby (Don’t throw out the baby with the
bathwater)
o We don’t leave it in there
As we close, I want to say two things, first there may be some of you here
today, who have struggled with organized religion, or with the church
because you have been hurt. Place trust in Jesus.
Second: We are the church. The church is not a registered charity, not a
structure, not a building, it is ‘the assembly’ the gathering, it is us.
We can be the baby in the bathtub, playing with the poop.
We need to be willing to look at our problems, because it is our lives, and
our brokenness.
When we talk about the church we need to ask our Heavenly Father to help
us get the crap out of our lives. Out of our tub. To wash us clean with
forgiveness and to stop pooping in the tub. It is time for us to embrace the
‘Above’ ways of God and repent of what we have done wrong.

Song: Healer’s Hands
Prayer
Circle Group Questions
• What feelings do the words ‘organized religion’ evoke in you?
• Look at 1 Cor. 12:12-26. What attitudes does it say we need to
avoid?
• This Wednesday marks the start of Lent. What attitude or action
will you take to better reflect John 13:35?

Next Sunday…
Wrapping up our series by looking at some of the questions you gave us.
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i

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/rabbi-alan-lurie/is-religion-the-cause-of-_b_1400766.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2018/january-web-only/rachael-denhollander-larry-nassarforgiveness-gospel.html
iii
Ibid.
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