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We are in the midst of a series called
We are basing this series on the scripture found in Col. 3:1,2…
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.
Today…
A Magnificent Obsession!
What is a magnificent obsession?
Obsession…not just a negative thing.
Something you are passionate about!
Something you have fixed your heart on!
Something that motivates you and gets you up and going in the morning!
Something that says “You are made for this!”
Specifically….Today…I want to address the question “What is the purpose for my life?”
I want you to be encouraged about your purpose in life.
God has a purpose for my life. There is meaning in my life.
There is a reason for my existence!
I want this to be your magnificent obsession…to love and to live God’s purpose for your life.
Above living is about living a purposeful life.
For His purpose to be your consuming passion and greatest joy.
Here are 3 things I want you to know about purpose in life:
1. When seeking to know your purpose in life, always start with God!
When looking for purpose we often ask…
“what are my dreams, my passions, what do I want to do with my life, what are my goals and ambitions.”
Life is about letting God use us for His purposes, not you using God for your purposes!
Why? He made you and was thinking about your purpose long before you were!
You were made by God and for God—and until you understand that, life will never make sense. It is only in God that we
discover our origin, our identity, our meaning, our purpose, our significance, and our destiny. Every other path leads to a
dead end.
If our life's work does not start with His grand purpose, we may end up trying to build something that will not really matter in
the end. We may end up with straw.
What will you present to God at the end of your life.
Only the things centred in Him will last!
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2. How can I be more encouraged and hopeful about my life’s purpose?
a) Don’t Give Up!
Push back?
I am struggling to keep my head above water!
This sounds so grand, so visionary, so amazing.
It must be reserved for someone else! Not me!
Purpose can find you at seeming unlikely times and places!
You can have an amazing sense of purpose….in the context in which you live – right now.
Your life counts!!
You may be on the verge of moving into something that will increase dramatically your sense of purpose.
You will be able to say….”I was born for this!”
This is what I was meant to do.
Ruth…Out of her hardship…the loss of her husband…the uprooting of her life…a bitter mother-in-law…hard work in the
fields…yet, God said, I have a purpose for you…you will be a part of the lineage that brings Jesus to the world.
Joseph…It did not seem like his purpose in life was going anywhere!
Yet…in the prison…falsely accused…used his God given gift to help…God brought him to the centre of His purpose!
Gideon…God found him frightened and isolated.
David…seemingly obscure and forgotten….but not by God!
My story….praying privately….Freddy Clark called me out. God will use you publicly!
Do you have some dreams? What is stirring in your heart?
Be faithful! Be willing! Be ready!
b) Don’t Compare!
Some people seem to move into their life’s purpose with ease.
They seem to be recognized as living God’s purpose.
You might say…“I do not feel that way.”
For every Paul there is a Barnabas!
For every Apollos there is an Aquila and Priscilla. (Mission in marriage)
For every great movement in history there is a Rosa Parks!
For every great move of God (like there was in Jesus day in Samaria) there is the woman at the well!
For every Ruth there was also a Boaz. Man who had the means to help…let alone fall in love with her!
For every Timothy there is a Eunice and a Lois!
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Illustration…
Do you know these great people of the OT? Zadok, Azor, Abihud, Jeconiah?
They are in the same list – Matthew 1 – as David, Ruth, Rahab, Solomon!!
They are the lineage of Jesus! They kept the line going!
Their faithfulness was needed to hold the line.
Did they know how important their purpose was?
3. You can put purpose into your everyday life!
And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
Col. 3:17
Let’s talk about your J-O-B!!
Put dignity and respect and appreciation into your vocation.
For there…at the very least, you are an ambassador for Christ.
But your job is not the only place where you can attempt to find purpose!!
To retired people…to seniors…yes, a lot has changed….but your life has purpose.
Don't put yourself on the shelf.
To the younger…you have your life ahead of you.
Are you asking God what His purpose for your life is?
Please avoid those things that will hinder you and restrict you.
Be free to find purpose in your life!
At the end of your life, it will not be what you accumulated that will bring a smile to the face of Jesus.
What do you want to lay at the feet of Jesus when he asks, “what did you do with your life.
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