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Pre-Sermon – Worship Ends & Greeting
Final songs: Close – What a Beautiful Name – Christ the Lord is Risen Today

Intro to Series
DID EVERYONE GET A HANDOUT?
STORY: MY FIRST BIBLES
• My First Bible
o Received as a gift 36 years ago.
o I was so excited to have it. The first Bible I had to read the stories of
Jesus, and others for myself.
• My NIV Bible
o Young guy, back in the late 80’s, maybe early 90’s
o Pastor Verner was reading from NIV, I prayed, asking God for a good
NIV Bible without too many notes.
o Showed up at the lighthouse was told about a draw for a Bible. Put
my name in and 2 minutes later I won my choice. I got this one.

Why the Bible Matters
I was so excited to have these (and I have a few more who each mean something
significant to me). But more than the stories of how I got my Bibles, I have to say,
having read the Bible has changed the course of my life tremendously.
Shaping my morality, guiding my decisions, revealing who God is. The hours spent
in this book across my life have changed me more than I know.
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A Book of Consequence
People have died for owning this book. People have been imprisoned for taking
this book into nations, and some martyred for trying to give people a copy of this
book in their native language.
But why do we bother?
It is not just because it is a book with history (although I believe it to be reliable
historically), it is not just because it has wisdom (although it does contain
wisdom), Christians (and Jews for the Old Testament) believe that these books are
inspired by God, words written under the guidance of the Holy Spirit by normal
people, given to reveal the character of God to us and by which God speaks to our
hearts.
WE CAN ENCOUNTER GOD THROUGH SCRIPTURE.

In past sermons, we have talked about the reliability of the Bible
If you are interested in that, my sermon notes this week will point you to a couple
messages I’ve spoken on that topic.1

This Series, Encountering the Risen Jesus…
Is about helping us to practice listening to what God would speak to our hearts as
we spend time listening to him.
We as believers know that the Bible is important, and we should read it, but some
of us struggle to find the time between the busy things of life, some of us don’t
know where to begin, or how to read the Bible well (it is a bit different than a
novel). Maybe you are here today, and you are not even sure what you think of
http://ssc.church/sermons/the-bible-fact-of-fiction/ ,
http://ssc.church/images/stories/Can_I_Trust_the_Bible_notes.pdf
1
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the Bible (or Jesus for that matter). Wherever you are I encourage you to give it a
try and begin to see what happens. Even if you are not a believer, I’m positive you
will find good in reading the Bible, and I believe that you might even encounter
God in the process (but you’ll have to test me on that one).

Over the next few weeks we will talk about how to read, and then
give you time right here to try it out.
We could give you passages to try at home, but I know some of you might not get
to it. Today we are going to give you a quiet time to sit with God’s word and I’m
crazy enough to believe that as you look at it, that God will speak to you by his
Spirit.

Study Method for Today: Picture It
The ‘Picture It’ Method:
Picture the scene in your mind, then imagine yourself as one of the people in the
story.
Ask, how you would feel? How you would react?
Then imagine yourself as a different person in the story, asking the same
questions. Continue as each of the people or types of people in the story.
Do you relate more to one person than another? What might God be trying to say
to you in this passage? Write down your observations, thoughts, questions, things
that stand out, or actions you need to take.
Remember the goal is not an academic reading, but looking for where God
might want to guide you. It is a spiritual thing.

Psalm 119:18 (NIV)
Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.
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Read John 20:1-18 – then pause for 5 minutes for people to
prayerfully reflect.

After Time is up – invite Doris Mersereau Up
Before I share some thoughts, each week we are planning on having someone
come up to share what impressed upon them as they read this passage
devotionally.

Sermon Thoughts
As I was preparing, there were a few different areas I thought of, but one really
impressed upon me.

I thought of talking about the historicity of the resurrection
The Apostles and early church not only believed in an empty tomb, but they
believed in a resurrected Jesus, and people who had met him.
Over the next few weeks we will hear the stories of different people who met
Jesus, but it is worth noting that the people who re corded the stories of Jesus
often paid for their witness with their lives. Made me think of an image I shared
on facebook around Easter.
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Jesus Appearing to Women First
In every gospel, women are the first to see the open tomb, to tell of Jesus
resurrection. According to Scripture women are the first people to see Jesus.
We can easily miss the significance of this, but it is big. God entrusts the biggest
news in history to women, before he does to anyone else. In the culture of the
day, women’s testimony was not at all as valuable or reliable or trustworthy as a
man’s.
On top of that, Mary of Magdalene, who earlier in the scriptures we read had
been possessed and delivered of 7 demons before she joined the entourage and
supporters of Jesus.
I point this out, one of the early Church Fathers, when writing a letter to rebut
arguments about Christianity doesn’t list the women among witnesses of the
resurrection (probably because to his opponent who didn’t believe, it would have
been seen as a weak argument in evidence).2

2

Don Hagner tells of this in Matthew in Word Biblical Commentary, Volume 33B, page 871. Refers to Origen’s
Contra Celsus.
Encountering the Risen Jesus – Week 1

©2018

Page 6 of 9

God lifts up the status of women, as he did in his earthly ministry, and in the early
years of the church (and to this day), women play key roles in leadership and
teaching in the life of God’s people.

My heart landed on a different note
This is what I would like to highlight as we get ready to leave today.

THE RISEN JESUS IS CLOSER THAN WE THINK.
Mary went to the tomb, confused, unsure. She had gone first thing in the
morning, expecting to find a body. When she found an empty tomb, she returned.
There, when she least expected it, Jesus showed up and spoke to her.
Isn’t that like us, sometimes we come to church or to the Bible and we are not
sure what to expect, but here is what I want to tell you today. Jesus can meet you,
he can whisper to your heart, so that you respond like Mary did to him, calling
him your “teacher”.

What the World We Live In Needs
Is not people who only know facts about God, but people who can say what Mary
says in verse 18
John 20:18 (NIV84) – “I have seen the Lord!”
Isn’t that what you want in your life, in the life of our church’s children and youth,
that we would be a people who have Encountered the Risen Jesus.
This week, on your handout there are a couple more passages that you could try
the ‘Picture It’ study method with this week, but before we God, I want us to pray
with a song I learned when I was younger. To some of you this will be very
familiar, and others, very new. Thought it connected well to the passage, and to
our prayer as we seek Jesus in scripture in the coming month.
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Handout
(We gave a handout with this passage on Sunday, there are also sample passages
for you to try on your own this week.)
John 20:1–18 (NIV84)
1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been
removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter
and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb,
and we don’t know where they have put him!”
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there
but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw
the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The
cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached
the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture
that Jesus had to rise from the dead.)
10 Then the disciples went back to their homes, 11 but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As
she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’
body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.
13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”
“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.”
14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was
Jesus.
15 “Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you
have put him, and I will get him.”
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher).
17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my
brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ”
18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told
them that he had said these things to her.
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The ‘Picture It’ Method: Picture the scene in your mind, then imagine yourself as one of the people
in the story. Ask, how you would feel? How you would react? Then imagine yourself as a different
person in the story, asking the same questions.
Do you relate more to one person than another? What might God be trying to say to you in this
passage? Write it down.
Try using the Picture It Method with these two biblical stories this week:
- Mark 5:1-20
- Luke 7:36-50
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