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In Matthew 9 there is this verse that has often caught my attention.
It simply says…
“When Jesus saw the crowds of people, he had compassion on them, because they were weary and dejected,
like sheep without a shepherd.” Matthew 9:36
Notice the connection between Jesus seeing the people and his compassion for the people!
“When Jesus SAW the crowds of people, he had COMPASSION on them”
You can SEE people and have no COMPASSION for people!
Jesus told a story about a man travelling from Jerusalem to Jericho. (The story is found in Luke 10:2537). On the way, the man was attached by robbers. They beat him up, took his belongings and left him
to die. By chance a priest was going down that road and “when he saw him, he passed by on the other
side”. Likewise, a Levite “when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side”. Both
saw him and did nothing! But a Samaritan came that way and when he saw him, “he was moved with
compassion”. He bandaged his wounds, put him on his donkey, took him where he could get care.
When Jesus SAW the people, he had COMPASSION on them.
What makes the difference? It tells us…
“BECAUSE they were weary and dejected, like sheep without a shepherd.”
He saw them like weary and dejected sheep!
Last week we talked about having our EYES on the World
And I quoted World Vision’s founder, Bob Pierce’s prayer:
“Let my heart be broken with the things that break the heart of God.”
We have to be willing to see the world like God sees the world.
− To see deeper, to see hearts, to see what’s going on inside.
− To see the weariness of people, to see their dejected spirits.
− To see people’s brokenness.
− To see people like sheep with no shepherd… LOST! Vulnerable!
Prayer…
− Open my eyes to see the world like you see the world.
− Help me to see below the veneer (the external).
− Let my heart be broken with the things that break Your heart .
− May I be moved to compassion to be Your hands, Your feet; to speak Your words, with Your tone
and with Your heart!
− Equip us to be your representatives in our world.
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Today is a special day in the Western Church calendar. Today is Pentecost Sunday! In the Eastern
Orthodox Church, it’s next Sunday.
Thousands of churches all over the world will be reading Acts 2.
This is when the Holy Spirit first fell on the church. When the church was filled with POWER.
But I have chosen instead to read the same passage we read last week from Acts 1. Simply because,
Acts 1 tells us the WHY. Why did the church need the Holy Spirit!
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day
when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom
he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.
While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father.
“This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the
Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the
Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this,
as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were
gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do
you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is
near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. Acts 1:1-12 (NRSV)
Before Jesus left this earth He gave the church a mission…
It’s a huge mission that we are still working on around the globe.
Jesus said to them, “Go into all the WORLD (Eyes on the World) and preach the GOSPEL
(Good news) to all of creation.” Mark 16:15
“Go and make disciples of all nations…” (Eyes on the World) Matthew 28:19
Go into ALL THE WORLD! That needs to be our passion and our relentless goal.
As I was working on this message, I was thinking about how to drive this point into our hearts… this
relentless determination for the mission Jesus gave us.
− Suddenly I heard this strange noise outside the kitchen window.
− I set up this very thin airplane wire so I could hang our bird feeder and our suet for the woodpeckers.
The idea was to keep the squirrels from eating the bird food.
− I look out, and to my amazement there is this great big grey squirrel balancing himself (like a circus
tight rope walker) making his way across 10 feet to the suet! Seriously!
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− By the time I got to the window he was devouring the food!
So I tapped on the window and he ran across that tight wire…
He then waited for about 5 min and out he went again!
I finally had to go outside and chase him into the woods…
Squirrels have a relentless mission and a clear goal… to gather food!
Our God given relentless mission is to reach the world with the message of the Gospel – the love of Jesus (EYES
ON THE WORLD). IT’S A HUGE TASK, so before He leaves, He tells His disciples to stay in Jerusalem and wait for
the promise of the Holy Spirit! WHY?
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
You will be EMPOWERED FOR THE MISSION! “You will receive POWER!”
− I can still here the Pentecostal preachers preach about this verse. They would emphasize the word
“power” (spit it out!)
− Reminds me at times of those bikers with the big bikes, the huge motors and loud pipes… NOISE
and POWER
The purpose of a bike isn’t to make noise or impress your buds!
Over my life I’ve had amazing powerful encounters with the
Holy Spirit, but the day I discovered that the Holy Spirit is a person and not an experience changed
everything for me.
− The Holy Spirit is not a feeling (a buzz, a high)
− The Holy Spirit is not a show (or a spectacle)
− The Holy Spirit isn’t some cosmic divine “energy” that we tap into
− The Holy Spirit is a PERSON. He is God in us! Jesus said…
“It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I go away, the Helper will come to you. I will send
Him to you.” John 16:7
Jesus uses a very rare Greek word here to define the work of the Holy Spirit. He uses the Greek word:
Paˑráˑkletos
It means: Someone who comes alongside to assist, help, guide, comfort, intercede.
Here is what I want you to take with you today:
• The Church is on a MISSION and that mission is the world
EYES ON THE WORLD
• If you are a Jesus follower you have a KEY part to play in that mission (Every one of you!)
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• God has sent the HOLY SPIRIT to come alongside you to empower you, to help you, to guide you in
your mission.
I have had many amazing encounters with the Holy Spirit!
I’ve been in church gatherings and special services where there were powerful demonstrations of the Spirit.
I know what it is to experience the “high” of those moments and the tendency is to want to camp out in
those experiences.
Example: Peter, James and John went up the mountain with Jesus. It’s called the mountain of
Transfiguration because while there, the glory of God filled the place and Jesus was
transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun and His clothes became as white as
the light. (Mark Moses and Elijah appeared). Then Peter said: “Lord it is good for us to be
here!” He wanted to stay there!
But the real MISSION was at the bottom of the mountain. That’s where the broken, the weary, the dejected,
and those that were like sheep without a shepherd were!
CHURCH, the mission is out there. And the real purpose of the Holy Spirit is to empower you for out there!
What is your MISSION?
What has He called you to do for the greater MISSION?
The Holy Spirit wants to work alongside of you on your mission!
− That’s the greatest satisfaction (the greatest adventure). The greatest sense of purpose…
Your PASSION – that relentless determination!
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