Series: God Up Close and Personal
Title: God In Us
Pastor Chad E. Billington
December 23, 2018
Smythe Street Church
©2018

Pre-Sermon

Dismiss Middle School (in the event they are not dismissed already)
• Middle School Students head to stairs where you can get a snack on your
way to the youth lounge for your class.

Merry Christmas!
Only 2 more sleeps until Christmas morning. I was talking with my daughter, Eliya
yesterday as we were dropping a few presents around town and she was saying
how fast Christmas was coming. It’s funny that way, it seems to take so long to
come and then rushes upon you like a flying sleigh.
I find it hard to believe it was just three weeks ago the kids were on the stage
telling the Christmas story. It has gone by so fast.
Since then we’ve been looking at how Christmas reveals God: Up Close and
Personal, because Christmas reveals the true nature of who God is and his
relationship with his creation.
All of us tell ourselves stories about reality, influence how we deal with our
reality.
You see by Jesus’ coming at Christmas God breaks the false stories that we can
tell ourselves about God.
• God Is Distant and Disinterested – vs. God with Us
o Pastor Verner – God comes to be with us, asks ‘where are you?’
• God is against me, he is out to punish me – God is for Us
o Last week Pastor Wayne looked at some verses at the end of Romans
chapter 8, that talked about how we cannot be separated from the
love of God.
“If God is for us who can be against us? – Romans 8:31
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o If God did not withhold his own son, what would he withhold from
us.

This Week’s False Narrative to Confront – Am I Stuck On My Own?
It is one thing to know God is interested in me, another to know God wants me to
succeed, but at the end of the day, are we just left to try to live a life to please
God by our own devices and strength?
Famous Passage Romans 7
“I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but
what I hate I do.” (Romans 7:15, NIV84)
“For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; but I see another law at
work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind
and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members.
What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?”
(Romans 7:22–24, NIV84)
This passage talks about so poignantly about the struggle that we have faced so
often.
There is a reality that we have faced that we feel stuck
•
•
•
•
•
•

In addiction
With pornography
With falsehood
With gossip
With anger
With fear

The Answer
“Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in
my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law
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of sin.
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,
because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from
the law of sin and death.” (Romans 7:25–8:2, NIV84)
Note this, the two laws that are at war in us, the two ways of being, in Jesus, we
are set free by his spirit to live under the power and reign of God’s law rather
than under the reign of sin and death.
It is not just that we are forgiven, but through placing our trust in Jesus and his
sacrifice, when we place him as lord, we move from one realm to another. From
death to life, from condemnation to freedom.
GOD DOES NOT LEAVE YOU ALONE, HE PUTS HIS SPIRIT IN YOU.

How: 1. God’s Spirit Changes Your Desires (Mindset)
“Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on
what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit
have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind of sinful man is
death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful
mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so.
Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. “You, however,
are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God
lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not
belong to Christ.” (Romans 8:5–9, NIV84)
The ‘Flesh’ / Sinful Nature / Mind governed by Flesh / In the Flesh
Flesh Desires: Death, hostility to God, does not submit to God, Cannot submit to
God
Spirit: Life, Peace
God changes what you long for.
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Story: Highway to Hell song at a bar for new Christian.

2. Move from Transactional to Relational Relationship with God
“… those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did
not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received
the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself
testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.”
(Romans 8:14–16, NIV84)
One of the false stories we tell ourselves is the story of the scale.
If I do enough right, God will bless me, if I do too much wrong I am not loved by
God.
God places his spirit in us that testifies to us that we are his children.
A transactional model is a poor model
• When have I done enough
• How do I know how the balances are right
• I’m a poor judge of my own character, I either condemn myself too much or
let myself off.
We are God’s children
• Not to say God does not correct (Wayne spoke of this last week)
• But God loves and has our best at heart, even when we stray.

CHRISTMAS IS NOT JUST ABOUT GOD’S SON IN A STABLE,
IT IS GOD’S SPIRIT IN US.
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What to do?
Believe in and submit to Christ as Lord
• This is the first step.
Be Filled With, Led by, Walk With the Spirit
• Different terms are used but one of the ways it is put is to keep in step with
the Spirit.
• There are practices that can help
o Prayer, Scripture, Fasting, Meditation, we could go on at length
o Be careful not to create a new law, a new burden.
Foundation of our relationship with God is to recognize it is a relationship, and for
it to be successful it depends on the first command, to ‘love the lord your God
with all your heart, mind soul and strength.’
• 2 Kinds of relationship (using marriage as an example)
o Bare minimum
o Loving pursuit.
In our relationship with God, God is in pursuit, perpetually.
Are we in pursuit of him?
PRAYER
• ACCEPT CHRIST
• WELCOME THE HOLY SPIRIT
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