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We’ve been doing a series in our church called
In God, you have a place at the table, regardless if you are young or old, single or married, dad, mom,
son or daughter, male or female – regardless of gender, race, age, ability or your socio-economic
status… there is a place for you in God’s family table!
Today and next week we are looking at Romans 12:9–21
Reading this passage is like finding a buried treasure chest, you dust it off and you open it up slowly and
discover all these different gems and jewels and diamonds… and as you pick them up, one by one, you
turn them in the light and they sparkle all these shades of light… let’s look at them together!
(Here is the first diamond…) “Love must be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is
good. Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honour giving preference to
one another; not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, patient
in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; distributing to the needs of the saints, given to
hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who
rejoice, and weep with those who weep. Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not be
proud, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. Repay no one evil for
evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all people. If it is possible, as much as depends on
you, live peaceably with everyone. Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to
God’s wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. Therefore “If your
enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on
his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” Romans 12:9–21
Recently I was reading about The Desert Fathers and The Desert Mothers. They were these early
Christian hermits, ascetics, and monks who lived mainly in the Scetes (sets) desert of Egypt and in
desert areas in Syria and Palestine. They lived ascetic lives in caves and lonely places, living on very little
food, mainly dedicated to prayer and quiet reflection.
Now I find their dedication amazing and, no doubt, they discovered some deep spiritual truths.
Many of their sayings are still revered to this day! And their prayers were very powerful!
But when I read this passage, and many similar passages in the New Testament,
I SEE AN EVEN GREATER CHALLENGE to us all!
In the New Testament there are 59 “one another” statements… 59 actions that you cannot do by yourself.
They require more than one other person! If you want a list of all 59 I will post it in my notes (see
endnotes), but some of them are in this passage:
“Be kindly affectionate to ONE ANOTHER with brotherly love”
“In honour giving preference to ONE ANOTHER”
“Be of the same mind toward ONE ANOTHER”
The number 1 “ONE ANOTHER” that appears in the Bible is the one Jesus gave us as His main command. It
appears 15 times…
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Jesus said, “A new command I give you: Love ONE ANOTHER as I have loved you.” John 13:34
Not JUST love one another but “Love ONE ANOTHER as He loved us.”
How did He love us? “He gave himself” “He gave His life” “sacrificial love” “action love”
Notice what the Apostle John says about love…
“Let us not love with just words and talk. Our love must be with actions and in truth.” 1 John 3:18
Illustration: A year ago I lost 42 lbs. Now I am no expert on weight loss. Human bodies are complicated and
what works for one person does not work for others. I know people that are twice as disciplined as I and
have hardly lost anything. So, I am no expert! But I do know one thing that I think we can all agree on:
Talking about losing weight and actually doing something about it are two very different things! You can
buy all the books on healthy eating, talk to experts, watch all the YouTube videos on exercises, in fact you
can watch workout videos all day! But unless you get off the couch and also change your eating habits, you
will not lose any weight or get healthier.
We can have Bible studies on the word “love”; study the Greek words for “love” (Agape, phileo, eros, storge… and their
different combinations), sing songs about “love”, do an interpretive dance about “love”, preach all summer about
“love”… and it is all just TALK!
In fact, we could all become spiritual hermit ascetics and live in some remote cabin out in the woods
and meditate day and night about what it means to LOVE… but it requires two key ingredients: ACTION
+ RELATIONSHIP = the “ONE ANOTHER”
The Christian Gospel is only truly lived out in the “one anothers” and its base is: “love one another”
The Gospel starts with “for God so loved the world” and is lived out when we do the same!
Jesus said, “A new command I give you:
Love ONE ANOTHER as I have loved you.” John 13:34
The Gospel is lived in human contact…
- It is lived when we reach across the fences of life that separate us, the cultural differences, the age
differences, the racial differences.
- It is lived when we put our phones away and courageously walk across the room and enter into
conversations.
- It is best lived when we touch someone, hold a hand, pray with someone, comfort, encourage… give!
- It is NOT best lived when I have my personal prayer times, reading my Bible à this is VERY important
for my personal spiritual growth… but living out the gospel starts when I leave my house and touch the
world.
- It is NOT best lived here in church on a Sunday listening to a sermon à We come here to worship
together, encourage each other, hear the preaching of the Word, have communion…
That is VERY important!
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But the Gospel is best lived out there, in circles, with your spouse, loving your children, around a table…
Illustration: It’s a lot easier eating alone. You don’t have to worry about manners, politeness, passing the butter,
licking the plate, double-dipping… but eating with other people around a table is different!
You have to use table manners!
You don’t just dig in. You wait for others to be served… “Who is sitting where?” You pass things…
You don’t just grab the last piece (or biggest piece).
• I’m calling the passage we just read “Christian Table Manners”
Here is our first word: LOVE! Again, the bottom line in all my relationships needs to be the motivation of
love! The Apostle Paul defines love this way…
“Love is patient, love is kind.” 1 Corinthians 13:4a (NIV)
So, I know that if I am acting impatient, I am not acting in love and if I am being unkind, I am not acting
in love.
“Love must be without hypocrisy”.
Phoney, fake… sometimes in church we are phony:
“Oh, hi, it’s so nice to see you!”
“How have you been?”
“ We’ve missed you so!”
Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.
Evil! There would not be any “evil” in us?
When we hear the word “evil” we think of Hitler or the Boston Strangler.
And that is “evil”! But the book of James uses this word in ways that hit home a bit more…
Believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show favoritism. Suppose a man comes into your
meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. If you
show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to
the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” have you not discriminated among
yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? James 2:1-4
So if I treat someone differently because they are richer, or more educated, prestigious, or if I treat
someone less than because they are poor or less educated… or because they are old or young, a
successful business person versus a high school student, that is “evil”…
Here’s another James verse on evil…
Jealousy and selfishness are not God’s kind of wisdom. For wherever there is jealousy and selfish
ambition, there you will find disorder and every kind of evil. James 3:15-16
Selfishness is evil… jealousy is evil… “Abhor what is evil and cling to what is good! (helpful, beneficial)”
Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love,
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Brotherly love = philadelphia (Family affection)
The table of love we are called to is one of family love. We are to love ONE ANOTHER as family! That’s
why we are called brother/sister! You are my sister/brother!
…in honour (value, respect, worth, esteem) giving preference to ONE ANOTHER
Not trying to get the best seat! The biggest piece! The recognition!
It’s not about me, my way, the song I like… it’s honouring (respecting! Giving worth to) the seniors, the
singles, the married ones, the youth, the children… MORE THAN YOURSELF!
Everyone matters! IT IS HAVING A SERVANT’S ATTITUDE! “for one another”
End – My bike illustration (falling and getting up)
§ This is head knowledge… theory! “Love one another”
§ We fail and fall – we are impatient and unkind. Selfish!
We show favouritism (and it hurts at times).
We hurt! And we give up!
We draw back, play it safe!
To love is risky – it’s not for the faint hearted!
§ So we draw back, we avoid the “one anothers”
§ But don’t faint, keep following Jesus, let Him teach us how to “LOVE ONE ANOTHER” “HONOUR ONE
ANOTHER”
Not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord
We often view the word “love” as a feeling. A feeling we have towards someone. When Jesus says, “love one
another” he’s nottalkingabouta FEELING, he’s talkingabout an ACTION!
It’s a “get on your bike and ride” thing!
It’s courage, diligence, fervent in spirit (Fervent = zeo: zeal!), it’s inner passion, it’s talking to yourself and saying
“this is what you are going to do!”. It’s serving the Lord by serving others! Honouring others!
The 59 “One Another” verses in the New Testament
1. “…Be at peace with each other.” (Mark 9:50)
2. “…Wash one another’s feet.” (John 13:14)
3. “…Love one another…” (John 13:34)
4. “…Love one another…” (John 13:34)
5. “…Love one another…” (John 13:35)
6. “…Love one another…” (John 15:12)
7. “…Love one another” (John 15:17)
8. “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love…” (Romans 12:10)
9. “…Honor one another above yourselves. (Romans 12:10)
10. “Live in harmony with one another…” (Romans 12:16)
11. “…Love one another…” (Romans 13:8)
12. “…Stop passing judgment on one another.” (Romans 14:13)
13. “Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you…” (Romans 15:7)
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14. “…Instruct one another.” (Romans 15:14)
15. “Greet one another with a holy kiss…” (Romans 16:16)
16. “…When you come together to eat, wait for each other.” (I Cor. 11:33)
17. “…Have equal concern for each other.” (I Corinthians 12:25)
18. “…Greet one another with a holy kiss.” (I Corinthians 16:20)
19. “Greet one another with a holy kiss.” (II Corinthians 13:12)
20. “…Serve one another in love.” (Galatians 5:13)
21. “If you keep on biting and devouring each other…you will be destroyed by each other.”
22. “Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.” (Galatians 5:26)
23. “Carry each other’s burdens…” (Galatians 6:2)
24. “…Be patient, bearing with one another in love.” (Ephesians 4:2)
25. “Be kind and compassionate to one another…” (Ephesians 4:32)
26. “…Forgiving each other…” (Ephesians 4:32)
27. “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.” (Ephesians 5:19)
28. “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” (Ephesians 5:21)
29. “…In humility consider others better than yourselves.” (Philippians 2:3)
30. “Do not lie to each other…” (Colossians 3:9)
31. “Bear with each other…” (Colossians 3:13)
32. “…Forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.” (Colossians 3:13)
33. “Teach…[one another]” (Colossians 3:16)
34. “…Admonish one another (Colossians 3:16)
35. “…Make your love increase and overflow for each other.” (I Thessalonians 3:12)
36. “…Love each other.” (I Thessalonians 4:9)
37. “…Encourage each other…”(I Thessalonians 4:18)
38. “…Encourage each other…” I Thessalonians 5:11)
39. “…Build each other up…” (I Thessalonians 5:11)
40. “Encourage one another daily…” Hebrews 3:13)
41. “…Spur one another on toward love and good deeds.” (Hebrews 10:24)
42. “…Encourage one another.” (Hebrews 10:25)
43. “…Do not slander one another.” (James 4:11)
44. “Don’t grumble against each other…” (James 5:9)
45. “Confess your sins to each other…” (James 5:16)
46. “…Pray for each other.” (James 5:16)
47. “…Love one another deeply, from the heart.” (I Peter 3:8)
48. “…Live in harmony with one another…” (I Peter 3:8)
49. “…Love each other deeply…” (I Peter 4:8)
50. “Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.” (I Peter 4:9)
51. “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others…” (I Peter 4:10)
52. “…Clothe yourselves with humility toward one another…”(I Peter 5:5)
53. “Greet one another with a kiss of love.” (I Peter 5:14)
54. “…Love one another.” (I John 3:11)
55. “…Love one another.” (I John 3:23)
56. “…Love one another.” (I John 4:7)
57. “…Love one another.” (I John 4:11)
58. “…Love one another.” (I John 4:12)
59. “…Love one another.” (II John 5)

(Galatians 5:15)
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