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Last week we started a series in our church called  

In God, you have a place at the table, regardless if you are young or old, single or married, Dad, 
Mom, son or daughter, male or female – regardless of gender, race, age, ability or your socio-
economic status… there is a place for you at God’s family table! 

1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were ALL together in one place. (Who is this “all”? 
Before Jesus ascended back to heaven He told them to go to Jerusalem and wait for the promise 
of the Holy Spirit. Therefore his disciples returned to Jerusalem and together with the women and 
Mary the mother of Jesus, they waited in prayer for the Spirit to come. 10 days later, on a Sunday, 
when the feast of Pentecost came, they were praying…) 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a 
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 

Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 ALL of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 
them ability.  5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And 
at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 
native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of 
power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others 
sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 4 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice 
and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen 
to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 

No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I 
will pour out my Spirit upon ALL flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 18 Even upon my slaves, both men 
and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.  Acts 2:1-18   

Today is Pentecost Sunday. THE BIRTH OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

The passage we just read is being read this morning in (literally) millions of churches in all different 
denominations and traditions, all over the world. Between 1 to 2 billion Christians will hear this same passage 
read in about 600 different languages and in all the continents of the world.  

 Peter quotes the prophet Joel who said: 

In the last days, God declares, I will pour out my Spirit upon ALL flesh…  

This is huge! God says that He will pour out His Spirit upon people (all flesh) without discrimination of 
race, nationality, ethnic origin, age, gender, cast or socioeconomic status…  

Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit;  
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The Holy Spirit breaks down ALL the SOCIAL BARRIERS:  

a) RACIAL BARRIERS are set aside as He pours His Spirit upon all flesh.  

b) GENDER BARRIERS are set aside as both men and women equally are used by His Spirit. 
c) AGE BARRIERS came down (He uses both “young and old”). 

d) SOCIAL BARRIERS “Even upon my slaves I will pour out my Spirit”. 

Everyone is welcome at the Holy Spirit’s table! 
Everyone has a part and everyone has a place at the table!  

Last week we talked about “a place for Mom at the table”. Today I want to talk about “a place 
for Seniors at the table” I’m calling it: YOU’RE NOT DONE YET. 

Illustration: Most workshops have a box, a bucket or a drawer full of old bolts, nuts, screws, spare parts, 
washers, or nails, all in different sizes; kind of a “junk or scrap” container.  

I have one of those little containers…  A place where you toss all your leftover old screws, nails, bolts…  
when you need some odd bolt, nut or screw you pick through the container (sometimes it’s easier to 
just toss them on the table) until you find an old one that will do the job.   

Sometimes, as seniors you are seen as some old leftover rusty screws or bolts from the past… every-so-
often people find some use for you; Filling in when they can’t find a babysitter, Walmart greeter, shuttle 
driver for a car dealer, feeding your cat and getting your mail while you’re away in Cuba vacationing…   

But God does not see you that way! 

You are more than some old leftover rusty screws and bolts from the past!  Your eyesight and hearing 
might not be as good as they used to be but that doesn’t mean your heart, your passion and your spirit 
can’t be sharper than when you were young.  

You, more than anyone else in the church, can bring to the table unique treasures of wisdom, experience, love and 
patience.  Things you learned by walking over the years with Jesus through life’s many challenges.  

There are things that only YOU can bring to the table!  
Gifts and contributions that only YOU can give to the church! 

You have lived life! You made it through great changes and challenges with way less financial handouts or grants, 
without smart phones, without the aid of the internet, cable, Google or Wikipedia, and many of you 
 without a grade 12 education! That stability, that sense of wisdom, that experience, that pause, that father’s and 
mother’s heart and love, that calming presence… 

I will pour out my Spirit upon ALL flesh… men, women, young and old 

Those inner qualities: character, wisdom, depth, knowledge, like good wine and expensive cheese, get 
better with age! 

And when the Holy Spirit comes upon those qualities, that becomes a huge gift for a local church 
family!  
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The glory (pride) of young men is their strength: and the beauty (majesty) of old men is their gray head 
(their age).  Proverbs 20:29  

Hebrew word is “Hā-dār” = what adorns you, what gives you majesty, your best feature, what makes 
you beautiful!  YOU ARE BEAUTIFUL and you make our church BEAUTIFUL!  

“Gray hair is a crown of splendor; when it is attained in the way of righteousness.” Proverbs 16:31  

As a church, we are to value and honour our seniors! 

“Stand up in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your God. I am the 
Lord.” Leviticus 19:32 (NIV)  
The Apostle Peter tells us… 
“You who are younger, submit yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility.” 1 
Peter 5:5a (NIV) 
Paul tells Timothy, a minister he was mentoring… 

“Exhort an older man as a father, older women as mothers.” 1 Timothy 5:1–3 (NKJV)  

I am to treat an older man and an older woman with the same respect that I should have for my father 
and my mother! 
How am I to treat my father and my mother? 
“‘Honour your father and mother,’ which is the first commandment with promise: ‘that it may be well 
with you and you may live long on the earth.’” Ephesians 6:1b–3 (NKJV) 

 We often think of the youth as the future of our church and the seniors as the past of our church. But, in 
many ways, the future of our church has much more to do with us seniors of our church.  
Let me explain…  Psalms 71:18 has become one of my main goals in life… 

O God, You have taught me from my youth; and to this day I declare Your wondrous works. Now 
also when I am old and grayheaded, O God, do not forsake me, UNTIL I declare Your strength to 
this generation, Your power to everyone who is to come.” Psalms 71:17–18 (NKJV)   

I have a responsibility, as an elder believer to pass on the faith to the next generation… to 
encourage them in their walk with God… to help them as others helped and invested in me! 

I often hear older Christians say, “I’ve had my day and I’ve done my part… somebody else’s 
turn now!” Not until you’re dead!  As long as you are alive you are called to serve Jesus. There 
is no retirement from serving the Lord! 
Jesus did not say, “You are the light of the world until you retire!” 

 Sometimes I hear people say, “Oh the seniors are always complaining about everything!” 
(that’s not really true!) 
Complainers complain about things! Being negative, fault finding, complaining has nothing to 
do with getting old! I know young people that can’t say a nice thing about anything and I 
know seniors that never complain and are a joy to be around! 
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Being a grumpy person is a choice! Being a grumpy old person is a choice! 

You can focus on the negative or you can focus on the good! 
“Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or worthy of praise—think about such things.”  
Philippians 4:8 (NIV)  
As a senior leader I need to be an example of this! 
“Encourage each other and build each other up.” 1 Thessalonians 5:11     
              æ One who comes along side to help a assist (Gr. Parakletos)   

Illustration: When I first started here as Senior Pastor (I was 34) there were two kinds of people: (1) 
Those who encouraged, cheered me on, had a positive attitude, and stood with me… Parakletos (2) 
Those that constantly found fault, criticized, complained, resisted, never had a positive word to say 
about things – “Satan hindered me”…  

I’ve made up my mind to do everything I can to encourage the next generation.  

(I want to be filled with the Holy Spirit… In John, Jesus calls the Holy Spirit the Gr. Parakletos, 
one that comes alongside to help, encourage, an advocate) - not to hinder! 

I want to be filled with the Holy Spirit of encouragement. To stand with the next generation, 
build them up, catch them doing something good instead of trying to catch them doing 
something wrong…  

I want to be the best old (Spirit-filled) man possible! With the best attitude possible!   
I want them to know I’m in their corner!   

You are beautiful! Your grey hair adorns you! You are more than an old antique car 
waiting for the junkyard. 

You, more than anyone else in the church, have those unique treasures of faithfulness, wisdom, years of 
experience, love and patience.  Things you learned by walking over the years with Jesus through life’s many 
challenges.  

You have those inner qualities… the depth, the knowledge…  

You have time… especially if you are retired from your job! 

Invest with me in the next generation.  Encourage them, walk beside them, cheer 
them on, be a father to them!  Pray for them! 

Push their swing until it goes high!   

This church family needs us! 

Look behind a thriving growing alive church anywhere in the world and you will 
find a strong presence of active seniors pushing it forward with all their strength!  
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Let’s invest in the next generation.  Encourage them, walk beside them, cheer them on, be a father to them!  Be a 
mother to them! Love them, pray for them, land augh with them.  Show ‘em how it’s done.  Show them the love of 
Jesus.  Show them how to encourage.  Stand behind, push their swing until it goes high! 


