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Remembrance Day 

Remembrance Day is an important day, it is a day when we pause to remember, 
to reflect on the stories of those who have fought in war, both those who have 
lost their lives, and those who survived. 

A chance to reflect on the stories of men and women who gave their lives, to 
think on the stories of the battles of Vimy Ridge, Passchendaele, and to think of 
the personal connections. I always think of how my grandfather’s life was forever 
altered; he never met his father who died in the first world war before he was 
born; I think of my great uncles who came back from the second world war and 
never spoke of what they saw. Their stories and sacrifice are important to 
remember, because remembering is important.  

 A Similar Vein – Hebrews 11 
In scripture, we find there are lots of times we are either commanded to 
remember, or have someone tell us the stories again to help us remember. 

In the book of Hebrews chapter 11, there is a long list of heroes of faith, that the 
author or Hebrews lists, as if to say, if you want to understand faith, look at these 
ones. 

• Open Hebrews 11 and list off some names. “By FAITH” 

After listing off all these heroes of the faith, we can wonder what the aim of the 
list is: 

• It is not to intimidate us 
• Not to make us simply revel in their story or recall that God used to do 

things 
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The goal is clear in Chapter 12 

Hebrews 12:1–3 (NIV84)  
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 

throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run 
with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author 
and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who 
endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose 
heart.  

 

We are being called to run our own race. You are another chapter in God’s story. 
God has set before us a race to run, like those who have gone before us, and in 
the same way that their story was given for us, God wants our story of 
perseverance encourage those who follow us. 

GOD IS WRITING HIS STORY IN YOUR RACE. 

There are three things in the passage that we are told to do as we run our race. 

Throw off sin that easily entangles (or controls tightly) 

• In the summer, I preached a sermon on ‘Directions’ and talked about the 
importance of understanding God’s laws. 

God’s Laws are not just rules, they are paths, they 
take you somewhere. 

Sin is a violation of God’s laws and designs, and when we sin, our sins not only 
take us somewhere we don’t want to go, they entangle us so that we cannot run 
the race God has prepared for us.  

God has a plan for your life, a good plan, but sin makes living that plan harder. 
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ILLUSTRATION: TYING SOMEONE UP 
(HAVE SOMEONE TIE UP THEIR ARMS AND UPPER LEGS AND GET THEM TO RUN ACROSS THE 

FRONT OF THE SANCTUARY). 

When we break God’s laws, we are entangling ourselves so we cannot move 

• Have no other Gods 
• Don’t make a graven image (idol) 
• Don’t take the name of the LORD in vain 
• Remember the Sabbath 
• Honour your father and mother 
• You shall not murder 
• You shall not commit adultery 

o Sexual sin – it ties you up and complicates your life 
• You shall not steal 
• You shall not bear false witness (lie) 

o  
• You shall covet what belongs to your neighbour 

Throw off everything that hinders 

Different illustration here, the author of Hebrews says not only should we get rid 
of entangling sin, but everything that hinders, or weighs us down.  

ILLUSTRATION: GET PERSON TO RUN ACROSS THE FRONT AGAIN WITH BIG WATER CONTAINER 

Just because something is not a sin, does not make it wise. 

It might not be a sin, it might not be entangling you, but it can be slowing you 
down. 

Stories of people getting rid of things:  

• Music 
• My life – Nintendo – today News 
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• Friendships 
• Dating 
• Movies 

What is holding you back from pursuing the plan God has for you? 

Sometimes they are good things, but the wrong things for now. 

Fix Eyes on Jesus… 

Fix eyes on Jesus, often I’ve missed the meaning of this verse, probably because I 
wasn’t paying attention.  

• Not just look at Jesus because he is nice 

Jesus endured the cross, and endured opposition.  

• The word in the original is the same word as how we are to run our race, 
with endurance (or perseverance). 

Our race is not easy. 

• Misunderstanding friends – not easy 
• Persecution is not easy (Asia Bibi, Pakastani Christian who was on death 

row for blasphemy until recently overturned, persecuted for her faith, 
seeking to flee for her life) 

• Cancer is not easy 
• Repentance is not easy 
• Trusting God when everything seems to be going against you, not easy 
• Remember Hebrews 11 – lots of not easy. 

What Jesus endured, was not easy. 

But what was on the other side of Jesus’ endurance, was incredible reward. 
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So we won’t lose heart, a Remembrance Day Story…. 

100 years ago today marks the end of the first world war. At the 11th hour, of the 
11th day of the 11th month of 1918 the war was over.  

Today is a solemn day, but I was listening to the news the other nighti and one 
story made me think about November 11th in a way I hadn’t really. It was a story 
of Annie Butler Smith, a telegraph operator in Sydney Nova Scotia, who was the 
first person in North America to hear the news, on November 10th, that the war 
would be over the next day.  That news spread, that news was news that was 
celebrated, there were parties, bonfires, banging of pots (it was a thing then). A 
day that is solemn today, on that first day was a celebration after a long period of 
endurance. 

We sometimes I think can forget, what when he says, consider how Jesus 
endured, that on the other side of endurance ‘he sat down at the right hand of 
God.’ 

• On the other side of the cross there was a resurrection 
• On the other side of pain there is rejoicing 
•  On the other side of the sickness there is healing 
•  On the other side of persecution there is a new family, a new kingdom a 

new world 
• On the other side of what you are facing today, there is hope of a new 

promise in Christ. 

Consider Jesus, that you might not lose heart. 

God has a plan and a purpose for you. 

Toss off the stuff that holds you back 

• Throw away sin that entangles you. 
• Throw off anything that weighs you down 
• Fix your eyes on Jesus, as he has gone before and makes a way for you to 

persevere and to experience the victory that he has won for you. 
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Closing Prayer: 

What do you need to do: 

• Sin to repent of 
• Weights to cast off 
• Be encouraged by remembering Christ’s endurance and victory. 

i https://www.capebretonpost.com/news/local/momentous-war-message-re-enacted-in-north-sydney-
258434/  

                                                


