
 

More information on the course, including links to discussion videos, can be found at 

https://ssc.church/goodandbeautiful/  

Discussion questions can also be found on pages 237-239 of the book. 

Recap Soul Training: Praying for the Success of Competitors 

1. What did you notice happening within you and around you as you prayed 

for the success of your competitors? 

2. What did you learn about God and yourself from this exercise? 

Engaging with Chapter 7: Discussion Questions 

1. When the author’s friend lost her job as a basketball coach, he gave her these 

words of truth: “Just remember, Jane, the kingdom is not in trouble, and Jane 

is not in trouble” (p. 120). When your life has been thrown into turmoil, how 

would these words have helped you?  

2. In the section titled “Kingdom Jujitsu,” the author explores the four teachings 

of Matthew 5:38-42 (pp. 121-126). With this section in mind, discuss these 

questions.  

a. How does understanding Jesus’ cultural context change your 

understanding of Matthew 5:38-42? 

b. The author discourages us from turning these teachings into law. Why is 

it tempting to make them into laws? 

c. How does living in God’s kingdom make it possible to follow this 

teaching?  

3. What struck you when you read the section titled “Love Your Enemies”?  
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4. Miroslav Volf describes the person indwelt by Christ as “a rich self ” and writes, 

A rich self looks toward the future with trust. It gives rather than holding things 

back in fear of coming out too short, because it believes God’s promise that 

God will take care of it. Finite and endangered, a rich self still gives, because its 

life is ‘hidden with Christ’ in the infinite, unassailable, and utterly generous 

God, the Lord of the present, the past, and the future (p. 129).  

a. With a partner, describe in your own words why the one indwelt by 

Christ is a “rich self.”  

5. Return to the three stories of those who dared to be extraordinary (pp. 130-

32). What wisdom do you gain from their stories? What situations in your own 

life need this type of daring?  

Engaging Scripture 

Have one person in the group read aloud Matthew 5:38-48. Jesus gives specific 

situations as well as ways kingdom- dwellers would respond. The author notes, 

“Kingdom identity (I am one in whom Christ dwells) and kingdom awareness (I am in the 

strong and secure kingdom of God) are the keys to doing what Jesus calls us to do. With 

these we can learn how to become radically generous and to live extraordinary lives” (p. 

130). 

As a group, create three or four modern examples of the situations Jesus describes and 

how the follower of Christ might respond. 

Next Week’s Spiritual Practice: Secret Service 

See pages 151-152 for guidance on this practice.  

This week look to do 5 acts of service that will lift someone else’s burden, but the catch 

is, do it secretly. We often want what we do to be noticed, so this week do your best not 

to let others know what you have done. See the book for more ideas and info. 

For Next Week 

• Read Chapter 8, Learning to Live without Vainglory 

• Spiritual Practice of Secret Service 
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