
 

A couple of things to note 

If you need a book, we still have copies at the church office for $25. The office is open M-F from  

9 AM to 1 PM. More information on the course, including links to discussion videos, can be 

found at https://ssc.church/goodandbeautiful/  

These discussion questions can also be found on pages 225-227 of the book. 

Engaging with Chapter 2: Discussion Questions 

1. Prior to reading this chapter if someone asked you, “What is the gospel Jesus 

preached?” how would you have answered? How does your answer compare and 

contrast to the author’s answer on page 35?  

2. The author interprets this phrase, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near,” 

as “Change the way you have been thinking—a life of intimacy and interaction with God 

(the kingdom of God) is now in your midst” (p. 37). How does this interpretation differ 

from your own? How do you respond to the author’s interpretation on both an 

intellectual and emotional level?  

3. Why do you think the message of the kingdom of God has been lost in so many 

churches?  

4. If you were having a conversation with a friend who said, “I believe the kingdom of God 

is just a promised future, not a present reality” what would you say to help them see it 

as both a future promise and a present reality? (For help check pages 41-42, the 

paragraph beginning “There is no doubt that the kingdom of God has not been fully 

established.”)  

5. The author speaks of the kingdom of God having “authority and power” (p.43). Can you 

recall a time when you felt connected with a power outside of yourself that was good 

and loving? What happened? How did it feel? Although your story may seem odd or 

unusual, if you are comfortable share this experience with others in your group.  

Discussion Guide – Week 2 

https://ssc.church/goodandbeautiful/


Engaging the Word  

Have a volunteer in your group read aloud Luke 17:20-21. If members of your group have 

different translations, you may want to note how they differ. Reflect on these questions:  

1. How does this chapter confirm the teaching of this chapter? 

2. Review the author’s definition of the kingdom of God (p. 42). With that definition in 

mind discuss what Jesus might mean when he says, “the kingdom of God is among you.”  

3. Pause for a few minutes in silence reflecting on the fact that the kingdom of God is 

among you / your group right now. After the time of silent prayer, share with each other 

how it felt to ponder this beautiful truth. 

Next Week’s Spiritual Practice: Hospitality 

See pages 66-68 for guidance on this practice. Obviously COVID-19 will influence how we put 

this into practice this week. Pray for a way to open your heart and life to someone this week, 

even if done with ‘social distance.’ 

For Next Week 

• Read Chapter 3, The Grand Invitation 

• Spiritual Practice of Hospitality 
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