
 

A couple of things to note 

If you need a book, we still have copies at the church office for $25. Contact the office to 

arrange pickup. More information on the course, including links to discussion videos, can be 

found at https://ssc.church/goodandbeautiful/  

We also have a Facebook discussion group where we share more videos and information at: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/thegoodandbeautiful  

These discussion questions can also be found on pages 227-230 of the book. 

Engaging with Chapter 3: Discussion Questions 

1. The author opened the chapter with a beautiful story of a young man named Kevin and the 

testimony he shared. What was your reaction to the story of Kevin’s testimony? 

2. Take a few moments to review the section “Jesus’ Narrative: The Beatitudes Are Invitations 

of Inclusion” including the author’s interpretation of each of the Beatitudes (pp. 55-62). 

Compare and contrast the author’s interpretation with what you have been taught about the 

Beatitudes. 

3. In discussing Luke 6:20-26, the author writes, “Jesus’ stern warning is born of love. He knows 

that we try to find solace in our wealth and fulfillment in our bellies. And we confuse fleeting 

pleasure with joy. When all is well in the kingdom of this world we are tempted to think we 

have no need of the kingdom of God” (p. 63). Can you identify times when success led you 

away from or difficulties drew you closer to God? If you are comfortable, discuss these with the 

group. 

4. Near the end of the chapter, the author reflects, “When I heard Kevin speak that day I was 

watching a living beatitude. His condition seemed unblessable in the kingdom of this world. 

According to society’s values he has nothing going for him. He is marginalized, outcast, 

ostracized and neglected. No one would choose his situation. And yet, he is welcomed, 
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esteemed and valued in God’s kingdom, which is why he smiled” (pp. 64-65). Have you known 

someone who is a “living beatitude”? If so, describe this person to your small group. 

Engaging the Word 

Have someone in your group read aloud Luke 6:20-26. 

1. We may not think of people being in or out of the Kingom of God on a daily basis, but we 

often think of people being blessed and cursed because of their abilities and circumstances. 

Spend a few minutes brainstorming two lists in your group: one of those who are blessed 

from the world’s perspective and the other of those who are cursed from the world’s 

perspective. 

2. After you have created your lists, consider how Jesu’s message of God’s inclusion affects the 

lives of those on both lists. Be as specific as possible. 

3. Discuss how we the followers of Jesus, can live out the message of invitation to those on 

both lists.  

4. Read Luke 6:20-26 once again.  

(Optional: after reading the passage, listen to Surely God Is With Us by Rich Mullins. YouTube 

link shared in Facebook group and class YouTube playlist.) 

Next Week’s Spiritual Practice: Sabbath 

See pages 81-81 for guidance on this practice. Practicing a sabbath will likely take some 

preparation, planning, and discussion with others in your life. Don’t put off preparing for this 

practice. 

For Next Week 

• Read Chapter 4, The Grand Invitation 

• Spiritual Practice of Sabbath 
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